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AFFECTION & REPROACH
The Sgnthesis of Liove

A selection of letters penned by
Sri Srimad Bhakti Dayita Madhava Gosvami Maharaja






Intr*oduction

We are immensely delighted that today,the appearance day
of nitya-lila-pravista om visnupdda astottara-Sata SriSrimad Bhakti
Vijiana Bharati Gosvami Maharaja, we are, for the pleasure
of sincere devotees, presenting this small book, Affection and
Reproach: The Synthesis of Love,a selection of the personal letters
ofhis Guru Maharaja, nitya-lila-pravista om visnupdada astottara-sata
SriSrimad Bhakti Dayita Madhava Gosvami Maharaja. As per
the personal instruction of Srila Maharaja, these letters are now
being published,and areappearing in the Englishlanguage for
the first time. Although the service of translating this collection
ofletters from Bengalihad commenced during Srila Maharaja’s
presence,we were unable to complete and publishitat thattime.
Moreover,as a consequence of Srila Maharaja having performed
his disappearance pastime unexpectedly, we were faced with
a turn of events for which we were entirely unready and that
further delayed the publication of this book. The significantly
weighty impactleft by the departure of a maha-bhagavata from
this material world is not lost on us: the very same services
accomplished withlittle endeavor during his manifest pastimes,
now,in hisabsence,seem entirelyimpossible to see to fruition,
despite arduous effort.

A disciple of nitya-lila-pravista om visnupdda astottara-sata Sri
Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja once asked
Srila Maharaja, “I staunchly believe that ri gurudeva is eternal.
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Why, then, has the spirit of enthusiasm that existed during his
manifest presence now withered after his disappearance?”
Srila Maharaja offered a simple and concise response: “If it
were not so, how could we possess the capacity to appreciate
the significance of his manifest pastimes?” We found thateach
impedimentencountered in the course of preparing this book
for publication gave rise toincreasingly deeper realizations of
the true essence of this answer.

The title of this book is inspired by the words of Srila
Mabharjja:

While a bona fide guru protects the sentiments of his bona
fide disciple and even glorifies him at times, he also chastises him
according to the dictates of necessity. The disciple who yearns
only to receive praise from $ri gury, in reality, limits himself to
accepting only fifty percent of §ri guru’s affection. But the disciple
who, by his thoughts,words and deeds, submits himself to §ri guru’s
independence to bestow upon him both praise and chastisementis
fullyaccepted by him. Sriguru thenaccepts that disciple asan intimate
associate and, at times, nurtures him with parental affection. Like
a guardian, $r1 guru forcefully awards him vigorous training and,
with the purpose of providing a firm foundation in spiritual life,
arranges to instruct him through the medium of other devotees.

Whenever necessary, §ri guru stringently rebukes such a
disciple with the sole desire to awaken that disciple’s ultimate
auspiciousness. Sriguru’saffection is expressed in totality only when
it is combined with chastisement. Only an extremely fortunate
living entity isaccepted by a pure and dear devotee of Bhagavan, by
whose inspiration heisacting as guru. According to the sweet will of
hisbeloved Lord, that guru thenaccepts complete responsibility for
suchafortunate soul. A disciple who cheerfullyand wholeheartedly
accepts both the affection and chastisement of his guru, knowing
them to be evidence ofhis good fortune,attains not only liberation
from the clutches of material attachment, butalso the qualification
to obtain §ri krsna-prema, which is most rare.

While translating these letters—which Sri Srimad Bhakti
Dayita Madhava Gosvami Maharaja wrote in Bengali to his
godbrothers,disciples or otheresteemed personalities—their
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content repeatedly brought to mind the above-mentioned
teaching of Srila Bharati Gosvami Maharaja. Additionally, we
began to grasp the principlesand conduct by which Sri Srimad
Bhakti Dayita Madhava Gosvami Maharaja lived and also
recognize the great fortune of the recipients of these letters,
some of which conveyed affection, others reproach,and others
still a combination of the two. It is for these reasons that this
book has been titled: Affection and Reproach: The Synthesis of Love.

The episode that inspired Srila Maharaja’s instruction to
translate and publish theletters herein in the form of abooklet
will now be described in brief. One day, one of Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s earlier disciples
posed a question to Srila Maharaja:

“We repeatedly hear that even if a brahmacari or sannyast
disciple of our gurudeva had committed a grave transgression,
Srila Gurudeva would neverask that person to leave the matha,
despite any consequential outcry. Now,during his unmanifest
pastimes, there are many devious individuals who resort to
indolence, seek privileges or try to enjoy Srila Gurudeva’s
assets and facilities. Such persons simply waste their time.Ifa
senior devotee or matha in-charge notices them commita major
transgression and reproaches them in a disciplinary tone—As
a resident of the matha, you should not act like this. Such behavior is
unacceptable, and if it persists,we can no longer accommodateyou in this
matha—the offender protests and immediately refers to Srila
Gurudeva’s above-mentioned stance. With the objective of
gratifying their enjoying propensity, they retort, The conduct of
the present generation of mathaauthorities differs vastly from
that of Srila Gurudeva. We will surely oppose any authorities
who defy uslike this.’

“Arewe trulyat fault for taking a stance of admonishment?
We have heard thatlike our Srila Gurudeva, Srila Bhakti Vallabha
Tirtha Gosvami Maharajawould never chastise even the most
reprobate individuals. Please tell us, how should we conduct
ourselves?”
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Srila Maharija replied, “Sri Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Maharaja and Sri Bhakti Vallabha Tirtha Maharaja are both
bona fide Vaisnavas.I donot wish to comment on their conduct,
as I am unaware of their implicit motive. Having said that, I
can certainly assert that the practice of a guru admonishing
his disciple has prevailed since ancient times. If any bona fide
personality,impelled by some idiosyncrasy,differs in behavior
from the established path,then suchanact cannotbe considered
conventional and should not be emulated. Forinstance, upon
being pleased with someone, St Minaketana Ramadasa would
climbatop his shoulders,whereas Sri Abhirama Thakurawould
lash him with his whip. Srila Gaura-ki$ora dasa Babaji Maharaja
used to chant harindama while sitting in a public lavatory. The
behavior of such venerable Vaisnavas is notimitable.”

He continued, “Guru Maharajawould always assert, ‘A place
where people reside together becomes chaotic in the absence
of theimposition ofaframework of rules.’ Various disruptions
are bound to manifest without the enforcement guide. It is
therefore auspicious for everyone to remain subservient to
any ordinances that pertain to them, and it is imperative to
penalize those who transgress the law of the land. There is
notasingle gentleman anywhere who supports corruption or
unscrupulous behavior.’

“It is quite evident from Guru Maharaja’s many letters
that a person who is unable or unwilling to conduct his life
according to the rules of the matha mustnotbe granted residence
there. And regarding the authorities of the matha, it should be
known that meting out chastisement befits others only when
the admonisher knows how to be affectionate.”

After giving this response, Srila Maharaja retired to his
room, where he continued speaking to his servants: “The era
of extreme independence has arrived. Not only are people
disinclined to follow the words of others, they are reluctant
to heed the commands of their own guru. Although this was
not the case during Guru Maharaja’s time, insubordination
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still persisted, and so he was occasionally forced to adopt a
firm stance and even dole out chastisement. In my opinion,
itwould be an invaluable service to preserve what few of his
written letters remain and make them available for the faithful
to closely study.I cannotdoanything to change the current state
of the world, nor can I monitor the extent towhich devoteesare
capable of following or what deeds they actually perform. But
I can atleast present to them the ideals of our guru-varga. So, it
would be quite fine if anyone were to effectuate this.”

Although these letters were composed between 1947
and 1978, the teachings conferred in them are tremendously
beneficial for contemporary Sarasvata Gaudiya Vaisnavas.They
were first published in Sti Caitanya Gaudiya Matha’s monthly
Bengali magazine Sri Caitanya-vani, spanning Volume I, Year
20to Volume II, Year 22. Previously these letters had not been
translated into Hindi, English orany otherlanguage. But today,
by Srila Maharaja’s benevolence, they are being presented in the
English language. We have endeavored greatly to preserve, to
the greatest extent possible,the mood contained in the original
letters. In some places, footnotes were used to clarify certain
subjects.Our only desire is that our Gaudiya guru-varga may be
pleased with our insignificant attempt.

The servants of Sri Visuddha Caitanya-vani
23 July, 2018
Sayana Ekadasi
the avirbhava-tithi of
Sri Srimad Bhakti Vijiana Bharati Gosvami Maharaja
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$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Tejpura, Assam
Dear recipient of my affection,

Onebyone,theexaltedand senior Vaisnavasareabandoning
thisrealmand thereby signaling us to dedicate more attention
to following the path thatawards our paramartha—the topmost
treasure. Our lifespan is rather short, and although we not
only have the means and opportunity to obtain the lotus feet
of Sr1 Krsna, but also know the path, we are not yet making a
more concerted effort to perform bhajana. Driven birth after
birth by my ingrained habits and having forgotten my true
transcendental identity (svarupa), [ have regarded my body home
andrelated accessories—all figments of illusion—as my wealth,
my everything,and thereby cheated myself of attaining my true
be-alland end-all—Sri Krsna, the transcendental embodiment
of all forms of nectarian bliss (akhila-rasamrta-miirti).

Unless our ahankara, or vanity, undergoes radical
transformation, it is not possible for us to truly engage in the
service of Sri Krsna. Any service mood cultivated on the basis
of one’s false ego is bound to be mundane. Until we transcend
this barrier of illusion, we cannot cultivate service of the
Supreme Soul (Paramatma). Once we realize that the soul is
transcendental and belongs to Vaikuntha, the infinite spiritual
sky, our greed for and sense of obligation to material objects
are bound to vanish from our very core. As the conviction
that we belong to Sri Krsna awakens within us, we see every
one of His associates and everything related to Him as divine
objects of our love and affection. To serve Sri Krsnaand kirsna
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(allthat pertains to Krsna) with knowledge of our relationship
(sambandha-jiiana) with Him is truly hari-bhajana.

As long as the pure knowledge of one’s true relationship
with Sri Krsna has notarisen, one may engage in the activities
of misra-bhakti, or mixed devotion, which,among other things,
involves offering the fruits of one’s actions to the Lord. Suddha-
bhakti, or pure devotion, is difficult to attain, yet it is what we
most earnestly seek. Though persons engaged in the fruitive
activities prescribed in the scriptures (karma-kdandis) make a
grand show in displaying many arrangements to captivate the
minds of common people, such performances cannot lead to
the pure service of Sri Krsna. As long as one has not realized
oneself to be a soul, one cannot perform vaikuntha-bhajana,
transcendental worship [thatis,devotional service thatis devoid
of material impurities, such as envy or rivalry]. It would not
be wise of us to spoil this extremely valuable human birth for
the sake of clichéd trifles or by mindlessly wasting time
in mundane activities while following ignorant, foolish
people. We must adopt the policy “to make the best of a bad
bargain.”

I am very pleased to learn that the two of you have been
exclusively chanting harinama. The scriptures, and especially
our previous dcdryas, have instructed us to relinquish karma
(fruitive action), jiiana (knowledge acquired through one’s
limited senses), yoga (the cultivation of mystic powers), yaga
(ritual sacrifice), vrata (fasting or taking vows) and tapa (dry
austerity) in order to focus our sole attention on chanting
harinama.

harer nama harer nama
harer namaiva kevalam
kalau ndstyeva nastyeva
nastyeva gatir-anyatha
Sri-Brhan-naradiya Purdna (3.8.126)
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The only means of deliverance in the age of Kaliis to chant the holy
names,chant the holy names,chant the holy names of SriHari; there
isno other way,no other way,no other way. In other words, the means
of deliverance prescribed for Satya-yuga (dhyana), Treta-yuga (yajiia)
and Dvapara-yuga (arcana) are rendered ineffective in Kali-yuga.

If one can discard the attachment for all other spiritual
practices, thereis no form of worship superior to or more swiftly
fruitful than exclusively chanting §rindma, knowing there to be
no difference between $§ri nama and He who is named (nami).
Of the thousands of limbs of bhakti, $ri nama-sankirtana is the
topmost. The performance of §ri nama-bhajana is the essence
of Sti Caitanya-deva’s teachings. To call out for Sri Bhagavan
isalone srinama-bhajana. However, to actlike one is calling out
for Sri Bhagavan while actually invoking something else is not
Srinama-bhajana. Such action simply constitutes an offense to
the holy name (namaparadha). If the two of you incessantly
and lovingly cultivate the chanting of Sri Krsna’s name, I will
consider myself successful,and your surrender unto guru will
be successfully complete.

$ri gaura-jana-kinkara
The insignificant servant of Sri Gaura’s associates,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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|6 FEBRUARY, 1948

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Tejpura, Assam
Dear recipient of my affection,

Asone proceeds to worship Sti Hari,the minions of Maya
willallattempt to create disturbances—some more than others.
However, this will not cause even the slightest harm to the
devotees of Sri Hari. Instead, their devotion will increase and
their glory will spread. The fountain of all energies is buta
singular entity—the Supreme Truth. How could those who have
aligned theirinterests with that veritable truth—Paramesvara,
the Supreme Lord—possibly be destabilized by Paramesvara’s
energies, specifically His material energy?

Theignorant massesare constantly gripped by fear because
they are absorbed in material objects. However, the pure
devotees and wise persons know that Krsna is the controller
of everything.Those under the guidance of SriKrsna, therefore,
have no cause for fear. Maya enters the living entity to the degree
that the living entity sees himself as separate from Sri Krsna.
She brings about sorrow, fear and remorse born of ignorance.

Although religion thatexists solely for public display may
bring fleeting happiness toits followers, is altogether different
from genuine bhakti for SriKrsna.Once our desiresare in tune
with those of St1Krsna,like ablade in its sheath, we will discover
pure devotion. This is the objective for which we strive. If you
become Sri Krsna’s, Sri Krsna will become yours. Do not let
the delusion of traditional and trivial, worldly religiosity ever
deviate you from the path of pure bhakti.
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Ifyou carefully analyze thelifestyle and character of those
who obstruct your efforts to perform sri hari-bhajana, you will
discover that their lives are being guided by motives averse to
Krsna.The views of such archetypical conditioned souls,who
are bound by Maya, can never bear any similarity whatsoever
to the character and conceptions of pure devotees. There is
bound to be a difference between them.

Keen and clever devotees do not avoid social interactions
with the people of thisworld,and yet they maintain a steadfast
conviction in performing bhajana. One must shun only social
conductthatis opposed to bhakti. There is no need toreject social
interaction and societal activities that are not unfavorable to
pure bhakti. I do not understand why householder devotees
would abandon ordinary social engagements simply because
they are pursuing hari-bhajana. You must participate in the
weddings and various social occasions of your friends and
relatives. Just do not accept the remnants of offerings made
to the demigods or preparations impure or unfit to offer to
the Lord.

Were you remiss in seeking higher education simply
because not everyone in your community or among your
relatives received highereducation? The same goes for spiritual
education. Mustyou remain unenlightened like yourrelatives,
because they fail to aspire toward teachings of a higher caliber?
No intelligent person would suggest such a thing. All saintly
persons will simply advise you to pursue your own welfare
and that of your community by leading a highly exemplary
life. Do not destroy your spiritual well-being for the sake of
materialistic life. To what extent and by what means will you
continue to strive for your own material happiness and liberty
and forhonoring the opinions of others? Such matters endure
foronlyashorttime,and you have to carefully considerwhether
such endeavors will ultimately bring about welfare for you or
for them.
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A person may dieatany moment. Willan ordinary person’s
so-called sympathy be of any use or help at that time, or
posthumously, for that matter? The moment we die, all our
body’s worldly possessions are left behind and we are forced
to detach ourselves from our association with them. Do not
trouble yourself in the slightest by attempting to honor the
views of those conditioned souls who have no concept of whatis
beneficial or detrimental for them,whoareattached tolustand
anger,and who are enveloped by evil habits and impressions.
Sri Bhagavian, the all-opulent Lord, is everyone’s protectorand
maintainer. Do not waste the extremely valuable currency that
isyour life and your tender faith by trailing the banal lifestyle
of hapless fools who have been cheated of their well-being.

Without enthusiasm, no one can advance in any pursuit.
Find as much time as you possibly can to call out to Sri Bhagavan
with eagerness. Engage in chanting a fixed number of rounds of
mahd-mantraonyour$rimdla daily,withoutfail, always guarding
against committing offenses. If you know yourself to be Sri
Krsna’s property, you will not be eager to expend yourself in
gratifying the senses of others. You will find only bliss and
enthusiasm if you remain fixed in Sri Krsna’s service. SriKrsna
is the transcendental embodiment of all forms of nectarian
bliss (akhila-rasamrta-miirti). He answers the prayers of all those
who pray forbliss (rasa). Those who nolonger have any specific,
mundane motive or intent obtain the opportunity to fully
relish Bhagavan in the love-imbued entirety of who He is.
Whatever rasa, or pleasure, you offer Sri Bhagavan is what
you will receive from Him. On the path of bhakti, we hear that
everything mustbe offered for the pleasure of the Lord. For His
happiness,we mustsacrifice all our tendencies to seek out our
own happiness and comfort. There is no benefit in sacrificing
one’s body, mind and words to an ordinary,insignificant person
if you seek deliverance from the clutches of misery, fear and
grief. All these gifts are meant only for the infinite,omnipotent
embodiment of eternity, consciousness and bliss—Sri Krsna.
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Freeyourselfofall concernand call out to Sri Bhagavan. He will
certainly dispel all your vices.

$ri gaura-jana-kinkara
The insignificant servant of Sri Gaura’s associates,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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25 MARCH, 1977

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Sector 20B
Chandigarh—20

Dear recipient of my affection,

I hope you do not forget that we have dedicated our lives
exclusively to the pursuit of spiritual life, with the objective of
following the path dictated by the scriptures under the guidance
of Vaisnavas,and that to thatend, we haveleft our parentsand
otherrelatives,aswell as our obligation and duties to them. We
maintain ourlives by collecting alms for Sri Bhagavan,and we
are bound by a vow to keep ourselves engaged in His service.
Inall this time,surely you have grasped the difference between
bhakti—service imbued with love and affection for the object
of service—and kama—service performed with the intent of
giving pleasure to the performer.

I understand that although you have been requested to
engagein the highlyimportantservice of performing the arcana
of Srivigraha, the deity form of the Lord, you have expressed your
inability to do so. Despite this, you do not hesitate to go here
and there,ignoring the advice and instructions of Vaisnavas and
your guru-varga, because you are soanxious to see Sti Jagannatha-
deva’s nava-kalevara'. Consider whether this is an act of pure
bhakti or not.I do not know what pastimes Sri Jagannatha-deva
performs during nava-kalevara, nor do I understand how you

1 Aceremonyin SriJagannatha Puriin which new deities of Jagannatha, Baladeva,
Subhadra and SudarSanaare installed.

18
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will become absorbed in §ri-bhagavat-prema, divine love of the
Lord, by witnessing them.

0 —«

Although your name has been proposed for being sent to
Puri,youare notsoold thatyouwill never be able to visit there
some other time. In these circumstances, does it not occur to
you that desiring to go wherever you please is unfavorable
for bhakti? Due to the influence of modern times, these sorts
of tendencies are being observed in sevakas. It would be much
preferable if this were not the case.

P—o0o—«

Proceeding according to your own whims on the path of
reward-seekingactivities (karma-mdarga) will bring only distress,
unhappiness,fearand unrest. But on the path of surrender,we
canspend ourlives free of concern.The duty of the surrendered
soulis tostriveaccording to the wishes of the object of surrender.

nitya-Subhakarnksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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29 DECEMBER, 1975

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

I have come to know thatyou are somewhat aggrieved by
Sriman [REDACTED]'s behavior. He is your el der brother. It is
inappropriate foryou to be too upset whether he rebukes you
or gently chides you for any mistake of your own, because he
isnottrying to hurtyou. He only wants whatis best for you. If
neither he nor Sripada [RepacTeD] Prabhureprimandsyouafter
observinga mistake in yourservices in the matha, then who will
correct you? On top of that, everything is the arrangement of
the compassionate Sri Hari. If you can understand that such
corrections are only foryour benefit, there is nothing to despair.
Moreover,you will learn to be more careful in the future.

Youshould never try torelocate from one place toanother
of yourownaccord. When whoeverisresponsible for the matha
sendsyou toanothermatha,thenyou can gowithouthesitation.
Otherwise,acting independentlyisinappropriate for everyone.
It is wise to proceed in a disciplined fashion, whether one is
dealing with worldly or spiritual matters.

If you face any future inconvenience, please inform me
and I will try to resolve the situation at the right time to the
best of my ability.

nitya-Subhakanksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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17 JUNE, 1976

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
[Sodhyana

P.O.Sri Mayapura

Nadiya

Dear recipient of my affection,

It seems Stiman [RepacTED] has fled the Vr ndavana matha
and retreated to Mahavana. Please write [REDACTED] to find
out whether Sriman [RepacTED] | eft without the Vrndavana
matha manager’s permission,and whether he will be sent back
to Vrndavana.Send me all the details by letter. In other words,
ifhe obtains the permission of the Maharajas orifhe conducts
himself according to the rules of the matha, then you can keep
him there in Mahavana for now. Otherwise,if he goes wherever
he likes, whenever and however he pleases, and chooses to
performor not perform his services in the mathaaccording to his
ownwhims, he should be told to return to his home to perform
hari-bhajana while serving his motherand father. There will be
no place in the matha for people who do only as they please.

Secondly, because of Sriman [REDACTED|'s serious
misconduct in the Kolkata matha, I have instructed him to
go back to his home for a year to serve his mother and father,
practiceliving hislifeinaregulated manner,and observe proper
Vaisnava etiquette. If he comes to stay in the matha of his own
accord without informing anyone or receiving permission,
he should not be allowed to stay. I know that he is qualified
in executing many services. I used to show much affection to
him, but I regret that my affection was unable to rectify him.
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Hisdelinquent nature will notbe accommodated in the matha
in any way.

Lust,angerand greed are the sidhaka’s greatestenemies.Ifa
sadhaka does nottry tosubdue these impulses,itisimpossible for
him tolive in the matha as a sadhaka. A conditioned soul or sadhaka
gripped by unwanted habits may have some shortcoming or may
sometimes make mistakes,butifhe wishestorectify himselfand
ifheengagesinthe service of the devotees and Bhagavan while
sincerely chanting a fixed amount of harindma, then slowly but
surely,all his faults will be dispelled. Of this, there is no doubt.
Butif one lives in the matha with the intention of enjoying on
the pretense of service,one’s heart will not be purified quickly.
Rather,one’slust,anger,greed, delusion, conceitand envy will
not be cured atall.

Rather than saying these things to him in front of others,
please summon him and explain themin private.In my opinion,
rather thanwandering around or staying here,if he goes to serve
his motherand fatherathome,where he will not fight with his
brother,and practices carrying outhislife inaregulated manner,
then in ayear’s time, once some remorse appears in his heart,
he can come to live in the matha again.

nitya-subhakarksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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26 NOVEMBER, 1977

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

Ifyou truly wish to study Sanskrit,you may complete your
studies while staying in the matha, eitherat Kolkata, Krsnanagara
or St Mayapura.

It is best you keep in mind that we have forsaken our
mothers, fathersand other family members—both nuclearand
extended—in order to come to the matha to perform sadhana-
bhajana. The principal commitment in the life of those who
have renounced their homes is sadhana-bhajana. The practice
of devotion is possible only by adhering to the mandates of
saints, scriptures and guru. If you act whimsically—that is,
operate by your very own accord or do whatever pleases your
mind—your downfallisinevitable,asisan onslaught of various
types of sorrows. Only begging alms to eat and endeavoring
to find secure places for your body to stay are not considered
limbs of bhakti. Trying to live according to the instructions of
Bhagavan and the bhaktas is alone bhakti,and itis the only means
toachieve the ultimate good. Animals and birds have no trouble
finding meals,and even those who do not get food do not die.
Therefore, one who, having attained the human form of life,
remains anxious foronly eating and sleeping, will be unable to
cultivate his spiritual wealth (paramartha); this rarely obtained
human birth will go in vain.

I
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Lust, anger and greed are man'’s gates to hell, and they
alwayslead to his spiritual doom.They may remainin asadhaka’s
preliminary stages, but as he continues to perform sadhana,
by the power of bhakti and the mercy of Bhagavan and the
bhaktas, they will certainly be subdued. Thus, the sadhaka will
be able to obtain auspiciousness. There are many advantages
and associated comforts to expect while living together with
many sadhakas. If some weakness enters the sidhaka’s heart, he
will be restrained from engaging in reprehensible conduct,due
to either a fear of other sadhakas or by their instructions. If the
mind becomes restless oryearnsto delve into wicked thoughts,
one should loudly and ardently chant harinama—calling out
to Sri Bhagavin, who is composed of mercy and pervades the
heartsofall entities. He will understand the sentiments in our
hearts and, having mercy on us, will surely protect us.

In this way, I conclude—
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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22 DECEMBER, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

Iunderstandyouare somewhataggrieved thatI called you
asvecchacdari,someone who doesas he pleases. How else should
I refer to a sadhaka who does not abide by the words of sadhu,
scripture or guru and continues to act according to his own
desires? Whatever the case,aslongasyouremain mydisciple,I
have therightto chastiseand correctyou,do Inot? Thinkabout
that, too. Next time you go preaching, you should inform us
beforehand and embark on said preaching excursion only after
havingreceived permission.I donotintend foreveryone from
the matha to go to Sri Banke-bihari Saha’s house and stay there
for days.Those in Sri Banke-bihari Saha’s familyare good people,
and thereisnodoubttheyareinclined to serve others.There is
still work to be done for the upcoming Sri Navadvipa-dhama
parikrama and the appearance day of Sri Gaura. It is necessary
to focus on that.

Next to the Mayapura temple, a ten-foot-wide walkway
will lead to the edge of the pond. The pond will have two sets
of stepped bathing spots (ghatas)—one next to the temple,and
the other canbe on the south or north side of the pond. We will
have toallocate separate bathing areas formenand women. At
eight points around the pond we can have temples dedicated
to the eight sakhis.
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It would be best if you confer with Asrama Maharaja
and preach there. Do not go by yourself. Take someone from
the matha with you and go. I cannot in any way support the
independentconductofaperson whohasrenounced his home.

We havea fairamount of land in Sri Mayapura. Responsible
servants of the matha should tend to harvesting grains and
vegetables there for the matha’s service.

If sadhakas wish to advance on the path of sadhana, they
should keep in mind this instruction from Sri Bhagavad-gitd
(16.21):

tri-vidham narakasyedan
dvaram nasanam atmanah

kamah krodhas tatha lobhas
tasmad etat trayam tyajet

Thereare three gates thatlead to helland destroy the soul:lust,anger
and greed. One must abandon these three vices.

Ifone does notsubduelust,angerand greed,one must suffer
alack of peace at each and every step, and obstacles will most
certainly appear on the path of sidhana. One must recognize
these as enemies on one’s path of sadhana, so keep this in mind
as you proceed. To subdue these vices (anarthas) by one’s own
effortsis difficult. Therefore, surrender incessantly to Sri Hari
and call out to Him, praying to completely submit one’s soul
(atma-nivedana) for His service. Itis by His mercyalone that the
sadhaka’s multitude of vices will be dispelled and his spiritual
proclivities will be strengthened.

nitya-subhakarnksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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26 JULY, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
[Sodhyana

P.O.Sri Mayapura

Nadiya

Dear recipient of my affection,

We have notabandoned worldly life and come to the matha
to relax and abide as we please—always keep this in mind.
Without tolerance, no two entities can live together. Your
relentless desire to move from this place to that place and
only then informing us of it is simply causing us anxiety. You
mustbecome tolerant, maintain your composure and perform
your service in cooperation and unison with everyone else.
If you chant a fixed amount of §ri ndima and your mantras, as is
standard, your heart will attain peace and happiness. Strive to
contemplate Sri Krsna without interruption.

nitya-subhakarnksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava

o
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8 JANUARY, 1976

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

Itisappropriate for the servants of the matha to live in the
matha in mutual tolerance. Not everyone possesses the same
nature and qualification. Thatis why tolerance and composure
are so essential. Mainly, my point is that any individual who
comes to reside in matha to perform $rt hari-bhajana or sadhana-
bhajana does so by the strength of his pious credit, butitis not
that he will be without any trace of impiety. As a fruit of piety,
someone may have a desire to perform sadhana-bhajana and
associate with saintly devotees,but due to previouslyaccrued
impiety, he may behave improperly.Instead of becoming angry
with him, the judicious thing to do would be to lend him
assistance in a mood of friendship and offer advice to correct
him. A sadhu’s nature is devoid of any tendency toact violently.

nitya-subhakarksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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3 AUGUST, 1977

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

I understand that you want to live in the matha again. You
have many qualifications, but due to your proclivity toward
anger, people disrespect you and become noticeably irritable
with you. Some flaws may remain in every sadhaka in the
beginning, but by their own efforts, they remove them. If a
person does not learn to look at his own faults, he can never
correct them and make progress. It would be a big mistake to
consider yourself faultless. If you can refrain from looking at
others’ faultsand try toimprove yourself—and more specifically,
if you vow to check your anger and violent tendencies—you
may come back to the matha; otherwise, you may not. In that
case,you can always lend your participation during festivals
whereveryou are, as the grhasthas do.

Please tell me: How old is your father? Is he still capable
of working? Ifhe can move abouton hisown and render some
services, he can stay in the matha for the rest of his life and
perform sadhana-bhajana. However,itwould be problematic fora
fatherandsontolive [in the matha] together. When relationships
of the body strengthen, impediments arise in bhajana. Where
will your mother live? It is not possible for her to stay in the
matha. She too is welcome at the matha for festivals and other
occasions at her own expenditure.

nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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|9 SEPTEMBER, 1976

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

Despite my objections, they [the devotees of Sri Caitanya
Matha] dug up the floor in Srila Prabhupada’s sacred, preserved
place of bhajana (in the room by the door near the jackfruittree)
and placed Sripada Bhakti Vilasa Tirtha Maharaja in samadhi
there.Idid not quarrel with them, butinstead returned to our
mathaaround 10:30PM. During evening classin the Krsnanagara
matha on 10 September, 1976, we received news of him having
left his body. Right away, we telephoned Sri Caitanya Matha
in Sti Mayapura and learned that he had passed away that
afternoon in Kolkata. There were plans to bring his body to Sri
Mayapuraaround midnight,but I heard from various sources
that it would be impossible for them to reach Sri Mayapura
before dawn. So, around 11:30PM, I went back to [our Sri
Caitanya Gaudiya Matha branch at] ISodhyana and rested for
awhile. Later,around 4:45AM, I senta brahmacariby bicycle,who
reported that the truckhad justarrived at Yogapitha. Whenwe
received the news, ASrama Maharaja, Damodara Maharajaand
I,as well as a few others from the matha, went to Sri Caitanya
Matha.Ifound outthatduring hislaststayin Mayapura, Tirtha
Maharaja had written thathe wanted his samadhi to be situated
in the flower garden to the east of Srila Prabhupada’s samadhi.
However, by the specific desire of a certain individual from
Kolkata, the samadhi will be given in Srila Prabhupada’s place
of bhajana.
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Everyone said that this course of actionisnotinaccordance
with thelegacy of ourrespected predecessorsand will give pain
tothe disciples of Srila Prabhupada. The individual assured, “We
arealreadyin pain;donotdisturb us.” Fearingabreach of peace,
Ileftand came backwith our people.The samadhi was completed
around 2:00AM.Iam happy to knowyou feltwounded atheart.
Evenamong Tirtha Maharaja’s disciples, many were unhappy
and irritated. I do not know what burdensome, materialistic
end this serves. It will gradually come to light in time.

nitya-subhakarksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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20 NOVEMBER, 1977

$ri8ri guru-gauranga jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

You know the propensities of your heart. If you observe
in your heart a strong compulsion to be with a woman or for
sense gratification,then you may remain in worldly life, stay in
your household,earn money,marryand try to somewhat satiate
your lust. Meanwhile, keep in mind that in today’s economy,
maintaining a household with a wife, daughters and sons is
tremendously expensive. You will also have to think about
medical expenses for everyone in your household. There is no
guarantee that as a husband and wife, the two of you will be
like-minded. On top of that, your wife may be promiscuous
oryour children unruly and disrespectful to their motherand
father. The householder must then endure great hardship. In
some cases, physical confrontations or suicides occur. Thus,
oneis forced tolive outalife of sorrowand anxiety rather than
peaceand happiness.Onthe otherhand,itisnotthatsomeone
whohasrenounced hishomeis necessarily capable of behaving
desirably;he maybe tormented by lustand become too intimate
withsomeone’s daughter orwife,and once the destructive dance
of lust is initiated, people are likely to go insane, beat him up
and throw him injail.

In this kind of situation,you should think the matter over,
weigh the prosand cons of both options—living in the matha or
becomingahouseholder—and determine foryourself whatyou
should do.If you are well-off financially and get married, there
is no certainty how long it will suit you. As my qualification
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permits, I assist those of you who, by the strength of your
previous devotional merit (sukrti),have come to me to perform
hari-bhajana,and I willalways do so. Asa guardian,I have made
you aware of life’s pros and cons in each direction.

The sadhaka (practitioner) and the siddha (perfected being)
arenotthesame.Those who,though clutched byvice,endeavorto
worship Bhagavan are called sadhakas. Those who are free of vice
and engage in loving exchange with Bhagavan for the express
purpose of said loving interaction are called siddhas. Therefore,
thoughlust,anger,greed and other such characteristics may be
observed in the sadhaka, itis nothing for which one oughtto be
distraught. However, the sidhaka should always strive to deliver
himself from the hands of these enemies—lust, anger and
greed—by following the words of sadhu, scripture and guru. By
putting such effortinto sidhana, the mercy of Bhagavan—as well
asthatofsadhu,guruand Vaisnavas—showers upon the sadhaka,
and asaresult,he can be swiftlyliberated from vice. Depending
on how strong the viceis,the time it takes to become liberated
from that vice will differ. An honest, surrendered person will
very quickly, by the Lord’s mercy, become free of vice.

Ponder your current position. If you become a resident of
the matha, it will be inauspicious to maintain reciprocation or
even correspondence with your relatives, friends or anyone
fromyourhousehold. Every conditioned soul remains naturally
attached to his body, home and the people and things related
tothe body. Thisattachmentalone is the cause of his bondage,
anxiety, sorrow, fear and so on. If you are sure about wanting
to live in the matha, then come to the Kolkata matha with your
belongings. Or,you may go to our main matha in Sri Mayapura.
From time to time, you may also go preaching. Once you area
resident of the matha, it will be improper for you to maintain
a mentality of exercising choice as to whether or not you will
stay ina given place.

nitya-subhakanksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sti Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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9 JUNE, 1977

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Jagannatha-jiu Mandira
$ri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Sakuntala Road

Agaratala (Tripura)

Dear recipient of my affection,

I was unhappy to receive your news. Having received
news of your sorrow and unrest, I too feel sad and agitated.
You have many qualities and many faults. Of them, it is lust
and anger that are largely responsible for your misfortune. If
you canrefrain from striving for prestige and focus your mind
on sadhana-bhajana with humility and tolerance, you will find
auspiciousness. In the Gitd, Sri Krsna describes the vices of
lust,anger and greed as doors to hell (or in other words, great
suffering) and the gate to self-destruction. You should practice
humility and offer due respect to the Vaisnavas. If you can
do so, you will be able to perform bhajana of Sri Hari without
obstacles. If you live your whole life in the matha, you will be
able to do much to benefit yourself and others in the world.
Some serve a considerableamount,and some serve little;there
is no loss in this. But no one likes aggressive people, for such
persons cause unrest.

If you think you can live in the matha with humility and
perform $ri hari-bhajana, then you may purchase a ticket to
Gauhati Lamdim and come by bus from Dharmanagara to
Agaratala.

nitya-subhakanksi
) Your eternal well-wisher,
SriBhakti Dayita Madhava
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29 NOVEMBER, 1954

$r13ri guru-gauranga jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Jagadhari, Ambala

I firstly offerinnumerable prostrated obeisances to the feet of
agreatdevotee of the Lord.

I received your gracious letter, dated 24 November, 1954,
the day before yesterday.

I understand that you went to Sridhama Mayapura for
Babaji Maharaja’s festival. I also came to know of the various
other matters concerning that place. Being unqualified, I have
been striving in vain to preach the glories of Sri Hari. This is
nota lie. As even a dwarf may want to grab hold of the moon,
my talkative ventures are not unnatural, though it is possible
only for a suddha-bhakta, or pure devotee, to spread devotion to
Sri Hari. Although bhakti for Sri Hari is extremely rare, even a
person like myself, whoisabsorbed in the objects of the senses
and whose sensesare thus out of control,can harboragreed for
that sublime objective and strive to attain it. By the strength
of the Vaisnavas’ affectionate blessings and by relying on the
grace of §rigurudeva and Sri Gaurasundara, who are supremely
compassionate, I too will be able to conquer mayd and nurture
aspirations to fuel the fulfillment of §ri guru and Gauranga’s
cherished desires.

Pretending to be a guru is the same as betraying one’s own
guru. However, it seems to me that pretending to be a disciple
and trying to be a disciple does not fall in the category of such
maliciousness. If the sixty-four limbs of bhakti outlined in Sri
Caitanya-caritamrtaand described in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu were
applicable only to perfected beings, those sixty-four limbs of
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bhaktiwould not have been described in the context of sadhana-
bhakti.

Iamafoolish person.I do not understand the purports of
scripture very well. Still, despite the little  have understood, I
am eligible to strive for the welfare of my soul as much as my
capacity permits. The best of the best of §ri gurudeva’s devotees
will fulfill the most cherished of his cherished desires. As for
unfortunate individuals such as myself, who simply bear the
title of disciple, what else can we unworthy failuresaccomplish
other than a semblance of service and offences made in the
course of said service as dictated by our lack of qualification?
If my affectionate godbrothers and $§ri gurudeva have mercy on
me, I will be able to cast far away my offenses to $§ri nama and
offenses committed while serving, and thus become capable
of preoccupying my very soul exclusively in the service of §r1
guruand Gauranga.

Sri Hanuman-ji uprooted huge, towering mountains to
bridge the ocean in the service of Sri Rama. At the same time,
as her ability permitted, a chipmunk put her heart and soul
into serving that cause—the bridge—by rolling in the sand and
shaking it onto the walkway.

You are affectionate to me, and so my constant prayer to
youisthatI may not commitoffensesto Vaisnavasand be able
to offer myself exclusively, like an oblation to the sacrificial
flame, to the service of §ri guru and Gauranga.

I was, prior to the fact, totally unaware of the festival held
at Sriman Govinda dasa’s house in honor of my birthday on
Sri Utthana Ekadasi. Although I have no right to obstruct him
in rendering this service since he regards it as his practice of
bhakti, I do think it would be better if he were prudent and
considerate of the situation and did not hold such festivals. It
isonly wise toactaccording to time, place and circumstance. I
donotthink thatthe prominent Vaisnavas of our matha would
be satisfied by such a festival. As much as possible, we ought to
anticipate which of our endeavors may prove dissatisfactory to
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the distinguished Vaisnavas and proceed with caution in that
regard. That is the intelligent thing to do. Whatever happens,
“avaSyam-eva bhoktavyam krtam karma Subhasubham—one must
endure both the favorable and detrimental results of one’s
actions” (Brahma-vaivarta Purana, 33.45).

I do not understand: Is your financial situation so dire
that you will have to seek work again, even though you have
already retired from your career? Too much ambition simply
causes anxiety and unrest. It is prudent to strive to become
free from desire. You have been traversing this journey of
worldly householder life for quite some time now. You have
cared for your children, raised them and, to every extent
possible, provided theman education. Now,if you can getyour
youngestdaughter married, the burden of worldly obligations
onyour shoulders will be significantly lighter. You should not
neglect the responsibility you still have toward your wife. If
it is not absolutely necessary—if you are simply hoping for
more financial freedom—what is the point in seeking new
employment? If you know you are definitely in need, then
certainly go ahead and endeavor as you must.

samsara-tatini-  srota nahe Sesa,
marana nikate ghora
saba samdpiya  bhajibd tomaya
e asa biphala mora
Sarandgati (Dainya, 3.5)

The current of the river of material existence knows no end. Ghastly
death looms near. My hope that I would first conclude all my
obligations before worshiping You has proven fruitless.

samsara nirvaha kori’ jabd ami vrndavana
ra-traya Sodhibdre koritechi su-jatana
hend asaya nahi prayojana
IthoughtIwould carry out my material lifeand then go to Vrndavana.

I made concerted efforts to fulfill my life’s three debts2. There is no
purpose to such hopes.

2 Debtsto the great sages, debts to the demigods and debts to one’s father.
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emona durdasa-vase, jabe prana avasese
na hoibe dina-bandhura-carana-sevana

These hopes have driven my life toitsend.I will not be able to serve
the lotus feet of He who is the friend of the fallen.

jadi sumangala cdo,sada krsna nama gao
grhe thako vane thakd ithe tarka akarana

Kalyana-kalpataru (2.14.3-5)

If you want true auspiciousness, always chant the name of Krsna.
Itis pointless to debate whether one should stay athome or golive
in the forest.

Surely,you recall the abovementioned instructions of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura.I do not thinkitwould be toobadanidea
to take up some service at the Thakura Bhaktivinoda Institute
and, in a calm, peaceful and tolerant manner, live in Sridhama
Mayapura. Both husband and wife can stay there and endeavor
intheirbhajana. But remember,if you do not have perseverance
and tolerance, it will be impossible to stay anywhere for long.
If you are living in the dhdma and performing bhajana, I think
itis possible you will very quickly obtain a house for your use.
Besides that,itwould be good ifyou could cheaply procure some
land in the fields next to the school. Although most of the land
in that field becomes flooded during the rainy season, it would
be good to have some land in Sridhama.

I do not think it is possible for two conscious entities to
live together without tolerance of each other’s differences.
By “tolerance of each other’s differences,” I mean trying to
understand what makes the other person happy or sad. If
you cannot figure out what accommodates others and what
inconveniences them, and if you are only really interested in
your own mundane needs, then even if you are trying to be
religious, it will never give you peace—not without conflict.
If you do not have an extremely firm conviction in your goal
and a profound craving for it, then you will surely see alack of
perseverance and tolerance in your performance of sadhana.

w
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From such intolerance and instability, mutual disturbance
and conflict are inevitable. It seems rather pointless to me
to try to turn people totally favorable to our tastes. I believe
that adjusting oneself to the world and trying to move along
[in spiritual life], but without deviating even a bit from one’s
spiritual path, is favorable to one’s ultimate spiritual well-
being. We will have to make adjustments in both direct and
indirect ways.

Our lifespans are dwindling and our senses are becoming
dull. We must not delay any longer. It is imperative that we
immediately make an urgent, concerted effort to cultivate
what s favorable to Sri Krsna. Practicing bhajana imbued with
the mood of separation (vipralambha-rasa) is the highest path.
I therefore maintain that our essential duty is to become
niskificana’, engage in the service of §ri guru and Gauranga and
apply our hearts and souls to the best of our abilities. We have
been executing our material, worldly duties for a very long
time. We should no longer devote too much time or energy in
that regard, but rather as little as possible. It is crucial that we
dedicate most of our time and energy to seeking the mercy of
$riguruand Gaurangaand to remaining engaged in the service
of Sri Gaura-Krsna.

Please share the contentsand news of thisletter with your
wife,as well.

$ri gaura-jana-kinkara
Aninsignificant servant of Sri Gaura’s associates,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava

3 Inthe literal sense, niskificana means “materially destitute.” In a devotional
context,however,it means “accepting Bhagavan andsriguruas one’s only wealth.”
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|5 OCTOBER, 1960

$r13ri guru-gauranga jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Vrndavana
15 October, 1960

Dear recipient of my affection,

I understand that you have opened a shop, but have been
unable to derive much benefit fromit.If Sri Krsna is especially
pleased with you,why would He encourage you to enjoy sense
objects? He will feed you the savor (rasa) of His service and
make you indifferent to sense objects. Birth after birth, I have
remained as a maggot in the feces of sense objects, yet in this
extremely rare human birth, by the mercy of §ri gurudeva and
Sl Bhagavan, I have obtained the good fortune of nurturing
hopes for rendering service to them, and I therefore do not
desire or become excited for any other pleasure. However, if
an acquaintance of mine were to come to the spiritual path,
onlytoagain become attracted to the flavor (rasa) of mundane
life, I would be saddened to learn that his past karma was
unfortunate. If that acquaintance were to not afford me his
trust to do so, I would be outwardly unable to lend much of
a hand or interfere with his independence. If, however, the
causelessly merciful Sri Gaurahari sees that a beggar such as
myself is anguished at heart and thus denies my friend the
opportunity to become intoxicated by a desire for sense objects,
then I will certainly be happy. Hence, if you can give up your
yearning for sense objects and engage yourself one-pointedly
in bhajana of Sri Hari, then I will be pleased in all respects.
Excessive socialization with individuals who are related to
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the sadhaka by body is always the cause of anarthas, or unwanted
proclivities and vices. Even maintaining correspondence with
them is not good.

nitya-Subhakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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26 AUGUST, 1968

$risri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

Those who have dedicated their lives to exclusively
performing bhajana of Sri Krsna are exceedingly fortunate and
blessed.They are trying to maintain theirlivesaccording to the
desires of St1 Krsna. Wherever such bhaktas are able to reside
torender Him service, they remain with great delight. Itis our
independent desires alone that cause us suffering.

The living entity’s previous actions shape his nature, and
whether good or bad, no one can suddenly give up his nature
entirely. Sadhakas control their minds by the words of sadhu,
sastra and $ri guru. Abiding by the sweet will of one’s own mind
invokes impediments for bhajana.If we sincerely become eager
to serve the worshipful Sri Hari, He will, by all means, arrange for
the greatest of opportunities for His service. It was by His will
thatyouwentto the Hyderabad mathaand have been rendering
service there. Youareall very dear to me.If those who are dear
to each other live together in the same place, they will all be
happy. However, for the service of Mahaprabhu, I have had
to give up the happiness of being near those who are dear to
me. In your efforts to serve my worshipful masters—sri guru
and Gauranga—you have taken up residence in a far-offland.
Thus,you have alleviated the pain I feel from being separated
from you externally.

nitya-Subhdakanksi
_ Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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20 MAY, 1972

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Pathara-ghati
Hyderabad—2

Andhra Pradesh

Dear recipient of my affection,

Because of the affection of every one of you, I am still alive
now and endeavoring to serve my worshipful Lords as far as
my limited capacity permits. You haveallendured considerable
hardship assisting me in my service to my eternally worshipful
Lords, and you continue to do so. Naturally, I am indebted to
you for this support.

Asourbodies, minds,senses and souls are all the property
of Sri Krsna, it is most advisable that we protect them and
engage them exclusively in His service. No part or duration of
ourlivesistobe engagedinany otheractivity.Itis onlyif we can
wholly and incessantly engage all of our senses in Sri Krsna’s
service that we can know ourselves to be blessed and fortunate.
We must guard against kanaka (wealth), kamini (women) and
pratisthasa (the desire for prestige) from ever entering our hearts
and cheating us of the joy to be experienced in the association
of and service to our most worshipful and beloved Sri Hari.
Maya,theillusory energy,canalter herselfin a variety of forms
in order to cast the sadhaka into testing situations.If we remain
exclusively surrendered, SriKrsna Himself will protect us;no
calamity can befall us.

Patience and tolerance are absolutely essential qualities
for a sadhaka. When one becomes conscious of one’s absolute
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identity (svaritpa) and realizes that prema, divine love, for Sri
Krsna is one’s ultimate goal (prayojana), there will remain no
dearth of patience or tolerance. Sri Gaura-Krsna is supremely
merciful. Therefore, He and those devotees whoare surrendered
to Him will never have cause for fearin any situation. If ever the
notion thatwe are ‘the doer’ or the tendency to enjoy becomes
strong,then unrestand anxiety will enter our heartsand make
them restless. Keep your distance from such vices. Sing the
songs of [Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s| Sarandgatiand study and
reflect on its subject matter. This will bring peace to the heart.

Here in Hyderabad, a foundation has been laid amid a
grand ceremony on the matha’s land. Now, once the plans are
approved, construction of the temple and residents’ quarters
will commence.Iwish toreturn to Kolkata in the month of June.

nitya-subhakarksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava

;)
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12 MAY, 1968

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

12 May, 1968

Dear recipient of my affection,

Iwassaddened tolearn thatyourhealthis notimprovingin
Hyderabad.Sometimes ourbodies are well,and sometimes they
becomeill. Thatis how it goes.In the midst of such oscillating
states of health, wise and intelligent persons strive to serve
their eternally worshipful and beloved Lord. Our happiness,
distressand circumstances manifestaccording to the fruits of
ourownactions.The sadhaka mustalwayslead hislife cautiously.
If you observe any weakness in any of your godbrothers, it is
best to interact with them in a wholly compassionate manner
thatfacilitates their escape from the clutches of that weakness.
Sadhakas stay in the association of sadhus and endeavor to
perform bhajana simply because they find mutual benefit in
sadhu-sanga, as expressed in the axiom [found in Sri Bhagavad-
gita (10.9)] “bodhayantah parasparam—together, we arrive at
enlightenment.” Ifyou observe weakness inanother,you must
be more cautious regarding yourself. Your example should
benefit others.

nitya-Subhakarnksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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8 OCTOBER, 1971

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Sector 20B
Chandigarh—20

Dear recipient of my affection,

If we can truly understand that all situations and
circumstances that come our way are simply the mercy of
Sri Bhagavan, we will no longer have any apprehensions
of misfortune or distress. Sri Bhagavan’s gracious hand is
everywhere,and Heisno one’senemy.In fact,because He is the
mostbeloved friend of all, He is concerned for the true welfare
of everyone. And because He is omniscient and omnipotent,
what He decrees is truly beneficial forall. Only those acquainted
with pure knowledge canappreciate these facts. When countless
trials present themselves in the life of a saidhaka, the wise thing
to dois to endeavor to surpass them.Itisimportant for one to
properly understand the third verse of Sriman Mahaprabhu’s
instructions.

trnad api sunicena
taror iva sahisnuna

amanind manadena
kirtaniyah sada harih

Sri Siksastakam (3)

Inahumble state of mind, one should consider oneself lower than the straw in
the street and be tolerant like a tree. Being devoid of all sense of false prestige,
one should be ready to offer all respect to others without desiring respect in
return. In such a state, one is eligible to constantly chant harinama.
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I am happy to know you will be observing niyama-seva
kartika-vrata while residing at the lotus feet of the supremely
auspicious Sri Jagannathadeva and reaping the joy of service to
Him.During this time,your main endeavor should be to serve
Srindama, the Vaisnavas and srivigraha more than ever.

nitya-Subhakarnkst
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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19 JUNE, 1953

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Gauhati

I firstly offer the utmost respect to a Vaisnava.

I received your kind letter, dated 6 June, 1953.1 express
my gratitude and am thankful to you for the detailed letter
you wrote me out of affection for Sriman [REDACTED] dasa
Brahmacari.

With the hope of obtaining the ultimate objective of life
(paramartha), we have come to live in the matha to be in the
association of sadhus. The conclusions and conduct of the
devotees who dwell in the matha differ in contrast with those
of karmis, who rely on the fruits of their deeds, and jianis, who
pursue knowledge.

A particular mindset or inclination is needed in order
to realize that Bhagavan, His devotees and His abode are all
transcendental,orin order to try to grasp the truth of Adhoksaja,
He who is beyond the grasp of the senses. A seeker of the
ultimate goal has a duty to aim for that sort of inclination, as
do his close friends.

Since the existence of an object of Vaikuntha is neither a
creation of thismundane material universe norafigmentof the
mind’simagination,one’s endeavor to gainassociation of such
adivine object through one’s material senses is simply another
expression of the philosophy of enjoyment (bhoga-vada).

Karmis persistently employ transcendence, the substance
of Vaikuntha, to fuel their gross and subtle gratifications,
both worldly and bodily. Unlike the karmis’ pretense of serving

7 Q
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Sri Hari, guru and Vaisnavas, the devotees’ efforts in spiritual
practice are not products of self-conceit. Pure devotees do
not honor Ekalavya’s devotion to his guru.’ The karmis receive
from the Supreme Lord the result they deserve for this sort of
pretense of devotion. The totality of the devotees’ efforts is for
Krsna’s pleasure, whereas everything for which the karmis toil
is for their own prestige. The two are unalike.

Even if someone disregards Sriman [REDACTED] dasa, he
needs to gladly understand it to be the arrangement of his
beloved master Sri Krsnaand,witha delighted heart,immerse
his mind more than ever in performing krsna-bhajana. I do not
think thatreading a couple pages of Sanskritand being able to
pronounce two or four verses equates toachieving the ultimate
perfection. Evenif I try,I cannot find the reason for objection
toward accepting the orders and guidance of the Vaisnavas.
Sri Gaurasundara’s intimate associates SriSvariipa Damodara
and Raya Ramananda did not externally reside in Sri Vraja-
mandala,but does that mean they were notrich in prema-bhakti?
The object of service can, whenever and wherever, manifest
according to the servant’s inclination to serve. On the other
side,aselfish,lusty person’s efforts to satisfy his own senses are
in the modes of ignorance, passion and goodness. Sti Hari,who
isbeyond these modes of material nature,does not manifestin
response to such self-serving intentions. Rather, His mayd, or
illusory energy, which is comprised of a trifecta of influences,
deceives those who are given to sense enjoyment. In other
words,a form of illusion, composed of the three modes, is fed
to their senses.

I cannotbelieve,even in my dreams, that [REDACTED] dasa,
who is supposedly overwhelmed with love for Sri Kunda,

5 Although Ekalavya’ guru-bhakti is widely accepted as being that of an ideal
disciple, his actions were actually opposed to true devotion. When Dronacarya
refused to teach him the science of archery, it was Ekalavya’s duty to honor his
guru’s wishes. Instead, such a concept of obedience did not even enter his mind;
he began his study of archery,anyway.
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will die if he leaves Sri Radha-kunda for even a second. His
life airs have not left him during his travels to Gwalior to take
his exams or to Agra to collect donations, so I do not think it
befits him to whine about potentially leaving his body due to
the Vaisnavas’ order to serve the devotees and Bhagavan in
anothermatha.Ifa person eats heavily, then he will be unable to
digesthis food and will find himselfin an agonizing condition.
Similarly, when unqualified persons listen to lofty, elevated
concepts of the devotional scriptures, they assimilate them
poorly, which presents a state of agitation. If [REDACTED] dasa
fervently submits himself at the feet of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura and tries for some time to study and understand the
songs written in Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s Sarandgati, then
by the mercy of Srivinoda-vani—the divine message of Thakura
Bhaktivinoda—he will gradually realize the error of his ways
and try to rectify them, thus enabling himself to advance on
the path of bhakti.

Iam not particularly keen on relieving him of his services
in Kufja-bihari Matha or sending him somewhere away from
Sri Radha-kunda; there is no point in doing so. However, I do
consider serving the Vaisnavas and obeying their orders to be
my means of spiritual attainment. So, if they want to relocate
him, I cannot have any desire to object. A sincere devotee’s
unconditional devotion is incessant; no one can ever stop it.
Bhagavan Himself forever protects and nurtures His own.
A devotee hasno cause for fear. Even if someone wrongs us,we
should not wish harm upon him, even by mistake. Normally,
it is our previous actions that invoke our present and future
conditions. Thus, if you would like, you may explain what I
have said to Sriman [REDACTED] dasa. He may either initiate a
written correspondence or have an in-person discussion with
Sripada [RepAcCTED] and Sripada [RepACTED] Prabhu, and he
may rectify his own behavior and stay wherever he finds the
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opportunity to advance in hari-bhajana, study the scriptures
andsoon.Idonotdisapproveif he engages himselfin this way.
Ifyouare clever,youare obliged to rectify undesirable situations
by identifying their root cause.

nitya-Subhakarnksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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23 DECEMBER, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

I firstly offer innumerable prostrated obeisance to the lotus
feet of a great devotee of the Lord.

I received your gracious letter,dated 16 December, 1978.

You have instructed me to perform bhajana in a secluded
place.This is an expression of your causeless mercy upon me.

Srila Prabhupada, being extremely merciful, imparted
many instructions, both indirectly and directly. Given my
shortcomings, I have tried,and continue to try, to follow those
teachings as much as possible, as well as whatever I had the
good fortune of hearing from him personally. “Hrsikena hrsikesa
sevanar bhaktir-ucyate—Serving Hrsikesa, the Lord of the senses,
with all one’s senses constitutes bhakti.”

For a restless person like me, a person who has not
conquered his senses—and on top of that, whose mind is
absorbed in sense objects—the most appropriate thing to do
is to serve Sri Krsna and kdrsna, all that pertains to Krsna, with
all of my senses, at each and every moment, whole-heartedly
and with everything I have. Srila Prabhupada once desired to
send pijyapada Bhakti Hrdaya Vana Maharaja and me all over
the world to propagate the message of Sri Gaura-Krsna and
the specialty of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. It is only proper
for me to stay in the association of Vaisnavas and serve their
worshipful Sri Bhagavan.If SriKrsna,SriGaurasundaraand Srila
Prabhupada have some other desire, I will instead do thatand
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consider myselfblessed. May my divergent desires notbecome
powerful. A person such as myselfhas manyvices,both manifest
andlatent.Itis onlyif the devoteesand Bhagavanare merciful
tomeand if Tamable to sincerely offer my soul to their service
thatthere existsa possibility of my deliverance from the grip of
said vices.I am elated to know you are thinking of my welfare,
and for that I am indebted to your lotus feet.
Mercifully accept this servant’s prostrated obeisance.

In this way, I conclude—
dasabhasa

A semblance of aservant,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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31 OCTOBER, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Mathura Road
P.O.Vrndavana, Mathura

Dear recipient of my affection,

I received a telegram from you, dated 28 October, 1978,in
which you sought my permission to enter into a disquieting
matter. Asaresult of so much piety you previouslyaccumulated,
you did not become maddened by indulgence at ayoung age,
and you began striving to perform 3ri hari-bhajana. [But now]
I do not understand what sort of vaisnava-aparadha you have
committed that has caused you to find the desire for sense
objects socompelling. Whatever the case,you are now seeking
my permission to enter the blind well of sense enjoyment.
Aslong as I haven’tlost my head, how could I tell a devotee,a
sadhaka, to give up the association of saintly persons, which is
favorable to bhajana,and surround himself with sense objects?

Anyway,thinkitover properly and make your deliberations.
Make an arrangement that will allow you to perform $ri krsna-
bhajana, so that the welfare of your soul may be obtained. There
musthave beenaveryurgent matter thatbefell foryoutohave
sentmeatelegram requesting my permission. When the worm
of enjoymentbites one’s mind, it destroys one’s concept of right
and wrong. Due to my own karma, I have fallenill since the first
day of parikrama in Mathura. The doctor has sent me here from
Govardhana with Bharati Maharaja and two brahmacaris. May
the compassionate Sri Gaurahari have mercy onyou. Know that
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you have my affectionate blessings.The pilgrims will return to
their respective homes on 15 November.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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|8 SEPTEMBER, 1974

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya A§rama
Gaura-vata-sahi
P.O.Puri

Dear recipient of my affection,

I have received your letter, dated 11 September, 1974.1
have not observed any particular shortcoming in you that is
opposed to the path of bhakti.In fact,I have developed feelings
of possessive affection for you, so I am unenthusiastic about
allowing you to return home. Once you return home, your
heart will be affected first by its proximity to sense objects,
and then by the association of sense enjoyers. By this, your
consciousness will become polluted and Sti Bhagavan will
be pushed far away. It is because I am reminded of the words
“sva-karma-phala-bhiik puman—man receives the fruits of his
actions” that I do notwish toadvise you toreturnhome.Idon’t
think the desires of a weak person such as I will benefityou at
all,and I therefore wish to tell you to do whateveryou think s
truly beneficial for you. [Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lild, 6.40)
states,] “janma-data pita nare prarabdha khandaite—the father
who gives you birth [or in other words, “I, who have given you
a second birth by bestowing upon you diksa’] cannot destroy
your prarabdha-karma, the accumulated results of your past
actions.” These are my thoughts; I will now remain silent on
the matter. I can only pray that Sri Gaurahari blesses you with
auspiciousness.
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For now, I will try to stay here in the vicinity of Sri
Jagannatha’s splendid feet for some days. Know that I am
bestowing my affectionate blessings upon you all.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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3 AUGUST, 1966

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
86A Rasabihari Avenue
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

I received your letter dated 31 July, 1966. I am distressed
at the news that you are unwell. Still, all we can say is that our
previousactionsare responsible forourwoesand ills. We cannot
direct our blame oranger toward anyone else. We must surely
endure the fruits of ouractions while maintaining an attitude
of forbearance.

Atpresent,I am acquainted with a very friendly doctorin
Tejapura. No doubt you would benefit greatly from his caring
service.Ifyou find yourself notengaged in any specific service
after Jhulana-yatra, I think you may come back to Kolkata with
Giri Maharaja. Itwouldn’tbe abad idea to visit some places in
Bangladesh [toarrange programsand inspire people tojoin us|
for Sti Vraja-mandala parikrama. Do not become fearful about
yourillness. Whatever treatmentyou require willassuredly be
arranged by the matha. Even still, the patient must control the
greed of his tongue to fend off illness. In order to not fall sick,
youwill have toadopt caution with regard to your eating habits.

Know that I am bestowing my affectionate blessings on
you all.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-subhakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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8 APRIL, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

Yesterday, I received your letter, dated 3 April, 1978,
after returning from Ananda-ghara to Kolkata. I am happy
and comforted in the knowledge that everyone reached the
Agaratala matha withoutany trouble.

There are many devout individuals in Agaratala. Your
sincere and virtuous conduct permeates your cultivation and
preaching of bhakti.I hope that this will eventually resultin the
pious people there developing in you all a steadily increasing
faith,and thatyou all will eagerly strive toemploy every means
to expand the scope of the services of the matha.

We have renounced our homes and come to the matha in
thehope ofengaging our bodies, mindsand words exclusively
in the service of Sri Hari,and also with the aspiration toabsorb
our hearts, to the greatest degree, in Sri Krsna’s lotus feet. We
oughtto constantly strive to fulfill the purpose of ourlives. We
beg for alms, preach and converse with others about spiritual
life for the express purpose ofimmersing ourselves and others,
in ever-increasing measure, in the service of SriKrsna’s lotus
feet. We have noambition other than this. A sadhaka’s vow is to
keep himselfengagedin the service of Sri Krsnainall respects.

Many people here are seeking copies of Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta. Butin today’s market,if we want to printa thousand
copies, then the cost of paper, printing and binding is not

59



AFFECTION AND REPROACH:

possibly less than forty or fifty thousand rupees. If you can,
try to find someone who can offer some significant support
in printing Sri Caitanya-caritamrta.

The day after tomorrow, I will travel to Chandigarh, where
I will remain until the 19th, after which I will visit Jalandhara
from the 20th to the 25th. I will notify you laterabout my future
plans. Mostlikely,I will be going to Puriafter visiting Hyderabad
in the first week of June. After that, if possible, I would like to
pay a visit to Agaratala,as well.

Know thatIam bestowing my affectionate blessings upon
youall.

nitya-subhakarkst
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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|7 MAY, 1977

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Hyderabad—2
Andhra Pradesh

Dear recipient of my affection,

When I reached here today, I received your letter, dated
15 May, 1977,which you had sent through someone.I came to
know something of the news concerning Puri. We certainly
have to endure the fruits of our previous actions. Otherwise,
this sort of obstacle [described in your letter] is unimaginable
in the context of such a grand spiritual undertaking. There is
no benefit in blaming others. The fruits of our own previous
actions may be the cause of this,or perhaps$riguruand Gauranga
are testing our determination. Whatever the case, you must
accept this sort of disturbance with an unwavering heart for
the sake of establishing the service of Srila Prabhupada, Sri
Gaurasundara and Sri Sri Radha-Krsna there [in Puri] and
spreading Their glories. With fortitude and tolerance, we must
alladoptconviction in our services,so that we may all pass this
test.

Onthe morning of 26 May, fourteen of us will be traveling.
Among us, Tirtha Maharaja, Ananga-mohana, Giri Maharaja,
Bharati Maharaja, Madana, Paresanubhava and I may possibly
getdown from the East Coast Express at Khurda Road on the
morning of the twenty-eighth and arrive in Puri via Howrah-
Puri Express. One or two more people may also come.There is
no chance of us staying there long.
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If you have received my telegram and not yet visited the
metalsmith, then go to the metalsmith immediately after
reading this letter and tell him to kindly finish painting and
decorating the deities. The work should be of excellent quality
and permanent, but it should be done quickly, so that as soon
aswereach there,we can travel to Kolkata with Them by train.
If they cannot make the crowns out of cork, then there is no
need to make them. If they are able to, then we will carry them
with us,in which case they will need to be packed well. We will
try to book tickets for a flight out of Kolkata. I want to reach
Agaratala with the deities before Snana-yatra. The facility to
take thesrivigrahainabigboxona planeis notalwaysavailable.
If They go by motor transport, it will take a very long time. We
will discuss other matters in person. Know that you all have
my heartfelt blessings.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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|7 AUGUST, 1977

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Deoyan Deudi
Andhra Pradesh

Dear recipient of my affection,

I received your letter, dated 11 August, 1977, and was
saddened to learn of that person’s aggressive nature. This is
no fault of his own. Our efforts to engage suchan uneducated,
ill-mannered individual to walk the path of auspiciousness in
the service of Sri Hari, guru and Vaisnavas are done with the
noble intention that if not bhakti, he may atleast finally accrue
spiritual merit (sukrti) favorable to bhakti. Still, if he exhibits
disrespectful behavior, we should understand it to be due to
our own weakness and incompetence in properly engaging
him.Tamsaddened,becauseitis our faultweletsucha person
live in the matha. You all are compassionate and forgiving. If
you can forgive him, then you are free todo soand engage him
in service. Buteven ifyou forgive him,youwill have toinduce
him to seek forgiveness from Nityananda dasaand Nani-gopala
dasa.Theyare Vaisnavas and are merciful;they can forgive him.
Ifhe seeks forgivenessand they forgive him,you may keep him
in Agaratala for the time being. He isa man of many talents. He
can play mrdanga, perform kirtana, cook, collectalms and work in
the garden. Right now,itis not possible to send another sevaka
in his stead. If you think itis absolutely necessary to send him
elsewhere, give him bus and train fare and send him with a
letter to the Gauhati matha. Understand thatitwillnotbeatall
possible to send a new sevaka in his stead. Please do not keep

63



AFFECTION AND REPROACH:

urging me repeatedly to do so. Those of you who stay there
must manage all the services yourselves.

I had come down with a fever at the time I received your
letterlast night. This morning, I sentyou this telegram,as quoted
below:

[REDACTED] Maharaja
Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Agartala

Let [REDACTED] pray apology from Nityananda, Nani-gopala and
serve there, otherwise send him to the Gauhati matha via train.

—Madhava

With Madana, I brought my frail body here on the morning
of the 14th from Vrndavana via Delhi to render some special
services for the matha. They have developed the station quite
abit.

There was a huge procession on the 15th, Independence
Day,withalarge crowd of people,aswellasaband and a kirtana
party. They sat me atop a throne on a float with an umbrella,
fanned me with a camara and took me to the inauguration
of a new mill. The only gain was superficial honor. Nothing
was achieved in regard to the matha’s service. The day after
tomorrow, I will go with Madana on the Delhi Express and
arrive at Mathura Junction at around 3:00AM on the 21st.
We will wait at the station for a few hours before arriving in
Vrndavanaaround 8:30 or 9:00 in the morning.

Sri Tirtha Maharaja will be in Mathura with Bharati
Maharaja on the 17th for some much-needed work. He has
his ticket booked to go to Kolkata on the 18th. He has to be in
Puriby 21 August.

Urgent news came from Chandigarh requesting me to go
there forafew days to negotiate with the governmentand come
toaresolution pertaining to the land. Tirtha Maharaja hasalso
left.I have been unable to decide what to do.Also,in Dehradun,
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the devotees have given an advance on the land for the matha.
They too have asked me to go there soon to make a final decision
on the matter. Our program s to stay in the mathas in Vrndavana
and Kolkata for Jhulana and Janmastami, respectively. Many
people will visit the mathas.

Know that Iam bestowing my affectionate blessing upon
you all. How is Gopala De? I have been worried about him.
There are only six sevakas in this matha and it is a big temple. It
needs more sevakas.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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22 NOVEMBER, 1973

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Bhuvanes$vara
Orissa

Dear recipient of my affection,

Ireceived theletteryousent me,dated S November, 1973,
in Purl.Iwasdelayed in sendinganacknowledgement,because
I was busy. All the matters you addressed in your letter are
favorable to bhakti. Efforts to serve devotees and the Lord as
outlined in the scriptures constitute vaidhi-sadhana-bhakti, the
regulative practice of devotion. In the course of this process,
it is possible the sadhaka’s mistakes and transgressions may
remain. If he has a sincere longing to serve and a formidable
intention toattain the Lord, he will be able to determine where
and how he has erred and transgressed. An arrogant person
is unqualified for bhakti. This is because bhakti cannot appear
without surrender, and an arrogant person can never truly
surrender. From time to time, such a person simply puts on a
one-actshow of surrendertoachieve his own ends.Recognizing
one’s own disqualification—or in other words, humility—is a
very necessary quality for surrender. “Na hi kalyana-krt kascid-
durgatim tat gacchati—A person who does good is never destined
abad fate.”

The moment a person perceives trouble in his heart, he
should fervently call out to Bhagavan at the top of his voice;
the Lord will certainly assist as is appropriate.

Nineteen of us went to Kataka. We rented a famous hall
there for three days—the 16th, 17th and 18th—and invited
various distinguished individuals as guests and chairmen.
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In their presence, we managed to perform kirtana of Srila
Prabhupada’s pastimes and the specialty of his teachings. From
there, piijyapada Paramahamsa Maharaja, Sagara Maharajaand
Acyutananda Brahmacari went to Bale$vara, and the other
sixteen of us were invited to come to Bhuvanesvara. Today;,
our three-day assembly will conclude here. Tomorrow; fifteen
of us will go to Balesvara, where there will be an assembly in
the town hall on the 24thand 25th. On the 26th, there willbe an
assembly in Udala [atown in the Mayurabhanja district]. On the
27th and 28th, there will be another assembly at Baripada, the
capital of Mayurabhanja. People have told usin advance to set
up the gathering in all of these places. On 30 November, I will
go to the Bagadiya Dharmasala in Puri with Tirtha Maharaja
and five or six other people.

Please inform Sriman Visnudasa and the others of my
message. Know that Iam bestowing my affectionate blessings
uponyou all. Everything else here is fine.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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25 OCTOBER, 1974

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Bagadiya Dharmasala
P.O.& Dist: Puri

Dear recipient of my affection,

I received your letter, dated 19 October, 1974, yesterday
afternoon.

We arrived at the dharmasala this morning, and will stay
here until 29 November. I have included the address above.
[I understand] you desire to come to Puri. There is nothing
wrong with this. But the tenants in the houses® we bought for
our matha here in Puri have still not vacated, and so we must
now file a case against them by which they will be forced to
leave the premises.

So, there is no point in you coming here just yet. For now,
serve well in the Gwalapada matha. Serve according to the
instructions of Sriman Giri Maharaja. Do not go toyour home
again and again simply because it is nearby. It does not look
good atall;itisinappropriate. You should not wander outside
the mathaasyou please,nor should you travel. For now,during
the time of niyama-seva’,you should regularly give class, perform
kirtana and engage in Sravana (hearing) or any other services.
You should also exerta concerted effortin serving the deities.

If the conditioned soul acts according to his own whims,
he will not meet with auspiciousness. That is why we live in
the matha:to carry out our lives according to the ordinances of

6 Thisrefersto the houses standing on the site of Srila Prabhupada’s birthplace
at that time.
7 Themonth of Kartika,in which one’s service is performed inaregulated manner.
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scripture under the shelter of §rigurudevaand in the association
of sadhus. Therefore,you too should make yourlifeasuccess by
acting according to the guidance of sadhus and scripture.

Today, there are twenty-six of us here. Tomorrow,another
seventy or eighty will come. Know thateveryone there has my
affectionate blessings.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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28 JANUARY, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my well-wishes,

A personnaturally develops possessivenessand attachment
tothatinwhich heinvests his energy, facultiesand resources.Ifa
personengages hisbody,mind,wordsand resources for Sri Hari—
whoissaccidananda,or composed of eternity,consciousness and
bliss—then he is bound to gradually develop attachment for Sri
Hari.Itisonly whenherenouncesall other desires and engages
in such service that he will become immersed in the Lord and
attain His association.Ifhe employs his body, mind and words
for the sake of the Supreme Lord, the source of topmost bliss,
heis certain to attain good fortune. True association with true
sadhusis absolutely essential for those seeking auspiciousness.
A man’sinclinations arise from the company he keeps. That is
why bad association is always to be rejected. In the absence of
sadhus, one must study the scriptures, sincerely give up other
hankerings and cry out to Sri Krsna. Then, one’s heart will be
cleansed and, by His mercy, the path toattain Him will become
easily accessible.

Know thatIam bestowing my affectionate blessings upon
you all.

In thisway, I conclude—
Subhakankst

Your well-wisher,

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava

I
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4 APRIL, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Anandapura
Medinipura District

Dear recipient of my affection,

Ireceived your letter,dated 28 March, 1978, but because I
answered otherletters first,yourletter became buried beneath
a stack of letters to which I was responding, and I was thus
unable to reply until now. I was very happy to receive your
update. It delighted me supremely that you and a number of
sevakas endeavored sincerely together to hold a special festival
to commemorate Sri Gaura’s appearance with the help of the
local pious people. If one’s efforts to serve are sincere, Bhagavan
iseagertoacceptthatservice. Anhonestand sincere propensity
to serve always increases the pleasure of the devotees and
Bhagavan. You also received a sizeable amount of donations,
inboth goodsand money. Do notbe remiss in inviting officers
and wealthy persons to such festivals and special religious
assemblies.The respectable, esteemed members of society do
not expect honor, good food and nice accommodations from
sadhus; rather, they are pleased by such affectionate dealings.
I therefore hope that, by the efforts of you all, the pious and
the highly educated, philosophically-inclined residents of the
state of Tripura will soon realize the specialty of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s grace and render service to the matha in all
respects.

In thisway, I conclue—
nitya-subhakarksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava

il
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26 OCTOBER, 1976

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Grand Road, Puri

Dear recipient of my affection,

[REDACTED| Mahar aja, I received your letter, dated 20
October. I was saddened to read what was published in
Agaratala’s Dainika Sarvada newspaper. Certain malicious
individuals write this sort of statement with the intent torouse
among the public misgivings and mistrust toward the matha.
If we remain virtuous and affectionate toward the general
public,and if the matha’s sevakas behave properly with them, the
people of the world will become pleased to observe the sevakas’
fixedness in saidhana-bhajana and their virtuous natures,and will
thus praise them. Nevertheless, Sti Mangala-nilaya Brahmacari
has written an article in response, using gentle language, in
order to open the eyes of the general public. He has submitted
this article to three different newspapers—Dainika Samvaida,
Jagarana and one other—through registered post. He has sent
acopy to the matha, so thatyou may be aware of all thatis going
on. Please continuously check whether Sriman Mangala-nilaya
BrahmacarT’s article has been published in Dainika Samvada
and other newspapers. If it is published, then procure a few
copies—one for here, one for the head office in Kolkata and
two or three copies for the Agaratala matha. We will not foster
enmity toward anyone.

I was happy and enthused to hear news of the princess
Kamala Prabha Devi.

~
[N
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If Iam not obliged to go Lucknow right away, then I wish
to go to Agaratala as soon as possible in November. Is there
a new brick kiln being set up there? Convey my affectionate
blessings to the sevakas of the matha. Everything else here is
fine.I will return to Kolkata by 8 November, 1976.

In thisway, I conclude—
Subhakankst

Your well-wisher,

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava

=~



AFFECTION AND REPROACH:

|8 FEBRUARY, 1969

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Paltana Bazaar
Guwahati

Dear recipient of my affection,

Sri [REDACTED] dasa, I wasdel ayed inr eceiving thel etter you
sent on the first of the month of Magha (January-February),
because I was not in Kolkata, but traveling around to many
places.

There is a possibility that many pilgrims will gather for Sri
Navadvipa-dhama parikramd this time.On top of that,someone
or some persons have spread a false rumor about there being
a Kumbha festival in Navadvipa,and so there was a big crowd
of people there.This confusion has occurred because ordinary
folk do not know that the Kumbha festival takes place not in
Bengal,butratheronly in Haridvara, Prayaga, Ujjain and Nasika.

Regardless, Sri Navadvipa-dhama parikramd will surely
happen.Accommodationsare being prepared for the pilgrims.
The costs of bamboo, hay and labor have increased. Not only
that,butfood costs have alsorisen. Previously, pilgrims paid no
specific fee to participate in this parikrama. However, this time,
any pilgrim who comes must pay at least ten rupees up front
and bring a contribution of two kilograms of rice. They must
also first procure tickets. At many places during the parikrama,
the devotees and general pilgrims cannot find places to sit,
because locals arrive early to occupy the available places and
take prasada. For this reason, we will give all pilgrims tickets this
time. Withouta ticketing system, it will not be possible for us
toserve people prasada or provide pilgrims with a place to stay.

A
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You may make arrangementsaccording to these guidelines
and come along with the others. You are always welcome,
and since you play mrdanga, perform kirtana and render other
services for the matha to the best of yourability,you will not be
charged anything. Ifany other mrdanga players come with their
own mrdangas and go out every day during the parikrama and
for nagara-saikirtana, they too will not be charged. Otherwise,
everyone must purchase tickets.

Know thatIam bestowing my affectionate blessings upon
you all. I will return to Kolkata tomorrow by air. In order to
perform the parikramd, pilgrims must reach our matha in Sri
Mayapura by 25 February.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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20 DECEMBER, 1978

$r1sri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sti Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

I received your letter,dated 11 December, 1978.

Noone’s perishable body will last forever.Sooner or later,we
willallinevitably drop dead. Do not give much thoughttoit,and
donotallowyour mother-in-law toworry too much, either.Itis
my wish that those who have affection for me should abandon
otherhankeringsandincessantly—oras much as possible—sing
of and remember Sri Krsna’s names and form. This in itself
will amount to service to me and bring me happiness.I am
foreverindebted to those who have assisted me by dedicating
their vitality, wealth, intelligence and words in fulfilling the
cherished wishes of my $rigurudeva.I have firm conviction that
§ri gurudeva and Sri Bhagavan are merciful. Sti Hari will surely
have mercy on such persons. My prayer is for all to constantly
chantsriharinama sincerely with all their heart. The holy name
of Sri Hari and Sri Hari Himself are non-different. You will
gradually realize this fact. Once you have realized Sri Hari,you
will cease to experience sorrow.

Know that Iam bestowing my affectionate blessing upon
you all. We will celebrate the annual deity installation festival
with a Ratha-yatra procession and daily assemblies here in
the Kolkata matha from 11 January until 15 January.I will stay
here for now.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhdkanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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22 SEPTEMBER, 1947

$r1sri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga

c/o SriCintaharana Patagiri
P.O.Sarabhoga
District—Kamarupa, Assam

[Sr1 Mahatma Gandhi,]
I entreat you with the utmost respect:

Respected Mahatma-ji, I havelong heard of your countless
virtues and hoped to meet and converse with you in person.
However, amid this nation’s various grievous circumstances,
the citizens of this nation believe that flawless arrangements
regarding national matters cannot be made without the counsel
of such an unparalleled leader as yourself. You are always
surrounded by diplomats and politicians.Iaman unprivileged
person, totally ignorant of politics. Thus, I have never had the
courage to bother you by meeting you in person. Reminded
that this life is fickle and reckoning that it would be a rare
event to be granted the opportunity to meet a leader of your
caliber, this mendicant, who is enthralled by your seemingly
endless qualifications, could not contain his urge to submita
few matters to you in brief. I would be deeply grateful if you
were to accept receipt of my letter, try to understand my heart
from the subject matter below, and grant me as impartial a
response as possible.

Itisimpossible to find regard for the unbiased truth in those
who hanker for riches (kanaka), women (kamini) and prestige
(pratistha) or those who long to attain religiosity (dharma),
wealth (artha), pleasure (kama) and salvation (moksa).I hope—
and am sure—you do not care much for these vices or these
four attainments. Though many leaders will profess regard
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for various principles in order to garner the affection of the
public, they cannot be factually dedicated to the truth. It is
impossible for them to help theliving entities in the true sense.
This is because they do not properly deliberate on the subject
of their own welfare, and therefore continue to cheat others
of their welfare,as well. Bluntly put, giving up pleasures is not
true renunciation.

Our nation isalmostindependent. Seeing the state of the
country,especially the moralinadequacy of the current political
climate,itoccurs to me thatevery virtuous personisinanguish.
We do not consider the country to be comprised of simplyland
and water.If thiswere so, the venture of independence would be
meaningless. We know the country to consist of a few human
beings for whom all this struggle for independence has been
undertaken. If we understand that the nation consists not
of simply water and soil, but [primarily] of humans, then we
mustsurely identify such persons notastheir grossand subtle
coverings,butas consciousness—the soul—present therein. If
the soul’s purpose for existing were the body, then bodily goals
would be the main objective, or personal interest, of human
existence.Because the body exists to fulfill the purposes of the
souland because there isan abundance of bodies—that s, the
8.4 million species of life on this planet—available according
to one’s karma, it is only natural that the motive of the soul be
of greatest concern for every person, the nationandin factthe
entire Earth.

The living entities’ conditional, affected natures—which
arose due to some particular reason—are not the eternal
disposition of those souls who have adopted the human form.
Thatwhichisunnatural can never provide eternal happiness. If
oneaccepts that the meaning of the word sva refers to only the
body and mind,and that tadadhinata (dependence on the body
and mind) refers only to the greed of the gross bodily senses or
the penchantsofthe subtle, mental faculties,thennoone—inany
era—can expect the possibility of attaining happiness or peace



THE SYNTHESIS OF LOVE

by suchindependence.® Thisisbound to cause mutual friction.
Ifwe understand the prefixsva to refer to either the soul, which
isthe minute manifestation of the supreme consciousness,or
to the Supersoul, then svadhinata, or independence, in reality,
refers to dependence on the Supersoul, and can be rightfully
referred to as atmadhinata. We must therefore recognize that
the word svadhinata refers to the acceptance of servitude to the
self-evident, sovereign, foremost Personality.

Politics is rich with malice and driven by the mode of
passion (raja), and as of late, it is driving the residents of this
country mad. For the sheer sake of food and clothing, the
populace is incited by said politics, which are infused with
malice, by individuals like yourself. Most of the countrymen,
having disregarded the principles of the soul and the ultimate
meaning of life, have frantically preoccupied themselves
with establishing vice, or that which has no worth (anartha),
as meaningful. The politicians’ability to influence the opinions
of people assailed by the mode of ignorance is regarded as
progress. I do not understand how subjecting to the mode of
passion those who are naturally endowed with orare attracted
to the qualities of goodness or beyond—that is, those who are
attracted to the soul’s unquantifiable, transcendental host of
virtues—will bring any measure of fortune to earthly society.
Inreality, when we consider mattersas theyare from the finest,
subtlest perspective, there appears no true benefit in the [so-
called] political non-violence movement,which differentiates
itselffromviolence. Though the non-violentstanceyou promote
is characterized by the mode of goodness, you have a duty
to weigh its pros and cons based purely on its ultimate aim.
Violence, in the truest sense, means to obstruct the natural
propensity of the soul [which is bhagavad-bhakti].

The passionate leadersare influencing the populace by their
soulless views. Will this not be harmful to the individual,society,

8 This sentence refers to the grammatical construction of the word svadhinata,
which means “free will” or “independence.”
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the nation and the entire Earth? By depending exclusively
on a worldly political philosophy—which is a philosophy in
name only—neither can its adherents nor anyone else attain
auspiciousness.Itwould be like the radiance of adead corpse—
aftersome time you cannothope foranything toemanate fromit
butafoul stench.Itwas previously proclaimed by Congress that
politicswill neverintervene in religious matters.The politicians
are not gurus of dharma, and they lay no claim to the rules of
dharma, as they do not understand matters concerning the
worship of Srivigraha in temples nor the personal qualifications
relating to dharma. If this were actually the case,then why do so
many politicians—all over the country—currently victimize
some of the country’s citizens, using the force of the law? Do
you sanction such actions? If yes, then please tell me of the
scriptural basis and reasoning that justify these actions.
Iscarrying out political undertakings the only or foremost
activity forahuman-being? If not,then will the fact that matters
of absolute necessity, of true benefit for mankind, are being
completely rejected or misrepresented to the masses for the
sake of politics and impermanent, worldly self-interests not
cause a greater loss than the destruction of the human body;,
whichis made of five gross material elements? Are the efforts to
promote sensualindulgence among the hedonistic public not
more detrimental to the country, society and individual than
the subjugation of the state or the body? If you agree, humbly
wish to know what fruitful results can possibly be achieved by
engaging in relentless efforts to promote in this country the
tandava-nrtya (dance of destruction) of gross enjoyment. The
very foundation of our motherland—afoundation of scriptural
heritage thatis pure,scientificand time-honored by the previous
dcaryas and which upholds the dharma of the soul—is being
shattered in order toempower highly destructive endeavors that
are carried outsolely in the hope of gaining political popularity.
Isit possible thatabolishing the distinctions that exist [among
men] can bring peace? Natural distinctions exist everywhere.
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Ignoring the disparities in qualification [among men] assures
unrest and the obstruction of progress.

Those who possess a biased judgement, those who are
untruthful, and those who are greedy for name and fame,
whetheranonymously or openly,are totally averse to offering
appropriate respects to other persons or objects. But true
gentlemen—whoare unbiased, truthful,and withoutany desire
for wealth, women or prestige—always offer their respects
according toanother’s qualification, nature and activities. It is
difficult for common people to understand how, in the name
of political or social communism, misinformed individuals are
sabotaging the future of the nation. As of yet, not one nation
has attained peace though adopting such communism. The
specialty of India’s education and culture has always been in
line with, favorable for and completely imbued with spiritual
self-introspection. However, if an acclaimed politician such
as yourself, upon obtaining power, were to lead the people of
the nation toward materialism, the resulting regret would be
unending and the specialty of India would be forever lost. In
this regard, I am reminded of the following statement, which
Sriman Narada spoke to Sti Vyasa in Srimad Bhagavatam (1.5.15):

jugupsitam dharma-krte nusasatah
svabhava-raktasya mahdn vyatikramah
yad-vakyato dharma ititarah sthito
na manyate tasya nivaranam janah

The people in general are naturally inclined to enjoy,and you have
encouraged them in that way in the name of religion. This is verily
condemned and is quite unreasonable. Because they are guided
underyourinstructions,theywillacceptsuch activitiesin the name
of religion and will hardly care for prohibitions.

Inaccordance with the conditional distinctions—aswell as
those related to qualification—that existamong the members
of the world’s population, there is necessarily a distinction in
their respective visions and realizations. Their visions can be
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roughly divided into two categories: honest and duplicitous.
Notevery school of thought is imbued with flaw. Every angle
has an angularity, a bend. However, although we call them
angles, the straight angle of 180° and the full angle of 360° are
free from that bent state—that is, they possess no divergent
crookedness, which is at the core of an angle’s being. In the
same way; if the living entity engagesinindependentand self-
serving pursuits,he mustbeat fault. Butifhe happens to view
his existence and self-interests as being attuned with those of
the Original True Substance, the Supreme Lord, then he will
be able to gain a simple, superior and more insightful vision.
Besides this, no otherkind of differentiated, selfish perspective
ornotion whatsoever can expel one’s misery noravoid causing
distress, either grossly or subtly,to others. Therefore, neither the
individual’s problems nor the collective problems of the masses
canbe solved [in this way]. Only proximity to the fully blissful,
sentient reality of paramatma can award eternal happiness to
the living entity. Consciousness is the true embodiment of
happiness and knowledge, as well as the source of desire and
realization. To reject the only and most cherished state of this
consciousness—thatis, proximity to the Supreme Lord—and
engage the consciousness in some other direction is to cause
itthe greatest harm.

Theliving entity, thejiva,is not the cause of its own existence;
even gross matteris notindependent.Itisin the discovery of the
jiva’sactual cause alone thatwe discover the origin and topmost
attainment of this human form of life. Consciousnessis alone
the cause of both conscious matter and gross, unconscious
matter. I do not know what conception you hold regarding
the intrinsic nature and form of the Supreme Conscious, the
Causal Entity. The Supreme Absolute Truth is eternal, the
possessor of all energy, and a person. Do you consider Him
instead tobeimpermanent,devoid of potency, featureless and
impersonal? A featureless reality (nirviSesa-tattva) cannot be
the cause of variegated phenomena. I would be interested to
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hear your thoughts on whether the living entities are born of
Sti Bhagavan’s transcendental nature or if they are born from
somewhere else.Since Sri Bhagavanis unparalleled and beyond
all sensory perception, the only means of knowing orattaining
Him is if He Himself allows it. In other words, His desire and
mercyarealone the means toattain Him.Therefore, the process
ofauralreceptionand the words of scripture are tobe accepted
withoutdispute.Youare, hope,astaunch supporter of the fact
that the scriptures are bona fide.I would be happy and able to
remain doubt free if you would kindly identify, by name, the
scriptures you accept.

You chant §ri rama-nama and engage others in doing so.
Whatisthe nature of the relationship between the Lord and His
name? If Sri Bhagavan is a transcendental substance belonging
to Vaikuntha, thenisit possible thata material sound belonging
to this world could be employed as a measure to attain Him?
The end can help us deliberate upon the purity and caliber of
the means. If §ri nama is taken with the aim of attaining some
temporary material object,how could it possibly be utilized to
achieve any transcendental object? The Cause of All Causes—
the Topmost Cause, Sri Bhagavain—does not exist for the sake
ofthejivas; the jivas exist for Him. That which exists for the jivas
or gross matter cannot be superior to them. I wish to know
whether you chant and encourage others to chant §ri nama in
accordance with the scripturesand the path laid by the mahajanas
or for some other reason.

Externally,you are self-restrained. Butif you instruct others
in self-restraint merely for its own sake while simultaneously
makingarrangements and givingadvice by which those persons
again become enraptured by gross material enjoyment, then I
cannot imagine with whom this destitute person will be able
toshare hiswoes.Please console me in this matter by engaging
your every sense in the service of the Topmost Soul. Enlighten
me aboutthis subject matterand lead the world on the path of
perpetual peace—this is my solemn plea.
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You are working to fulfill many of the nation’s current
needs.You have single-handedly resolved many situations that
common persons would find otherwise difficult to handle,and
you have knowingly invited miseries for yourself. Please excuse
me if T happen to be taking up your valuable time.

In this way, I conclude—

$rihari-jana-kinkara

Aninsignificant servant of the associates of Sri Hari,
tridandi-bhiksu

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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8 JANUARY, 1975

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

Today, I received your letter, dated 6 January, 1975. In the
society of bhaktasand Vaisnavas,not much importanceis given
to a person’s social division (varna) or stage of life (asrama).
It is only for the sake of social and worldly dealings that the
conventions of varna and asrama are adopted. Vaisnavas focus
primarily on the prominence of a person’s vaispavati—the
quality of being a Vaisnava—or, in other words, his aptitude
fordevotion,and deal with him respectfullyinaccordance with
such internal features. In worldly dealings, it is seen that one
is honored according to his age, education and rank. But such
things donotarise from the devotion thatresides in the heart.
Still, Vaisnavas offer respect to others by worldly standards,
aswell.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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27 NOVEMBER, 1965

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Urdu Street

Pathara Ghati

Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh

Dear recipient of my affection,

I received one of your letters while I was in Kolkata, and
I was delighted to read it. It is a sign of good fortune that you
feel repentant for your reprehensible conduct. If this feeling
makes an earnest appearance in your heart, where it remains
persistant, you will be able to make spiritual progress and be
happy in the future. Sri Hari Himself will give you strength
and aid you.

A pretense of devotion, which aspires only to show off to
people,neveryieldsauspiciousness.If however,from the core of
your heartyouare truly eager to perform srikrsna-bhajana, He will
inspire a suitable synthesis of insight in your heart. A devotee
of the Lord is never distracted by praise or the criticism of
antagonistic persons. Strive to perform bhajana of Sri Hari with
firm conviction (nistha),and criticize no one. Even if someone
acts inappropriately, never quarrel with him. Do not become
enticed, at any point, by his illicit behavior. He will have to
endure the results of his actions. If anyone harms another
living entity, he incurs that same harm. That is why one ought
to follow the directives of scripture and maintain one’s life
by accepting $ri bhagavat-prasida, the remnants of what is first
offered to the Lord.
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I traveled from Kolkata on 20 November with Mangala-
nilaya, Narayana dasa-ji (Kapoor), Nityananda Gosvami and
Paresanubhava Brahmacari and arrived here on the 22nd. I
may stay here for one month. I will return to Kolkata before
theannual festival at the Kolkatamatha, which starts 7 January.

Know thatIam bestowing my affectionate blessings upon
youall.

In thisway, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnkst

Your eternal well-wisher,
tridandi-bhiksu

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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8 MAY, 1976

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Sector 20B
Chandigarh

Dear recipient of my affection,

I am in receipt of the letter you wrote me, which was
addressed to Kolkataand dated 28 March, 1976.Itwould please
me to know the duration,location and results of your preaching.
Remember Srila Prabhupada’s words:

kanaka kamini, pratistha baghini,
chadiyache jare sei ta’ vaisnava
seianasakta, seiSuddha-bhakta,
samsdra tathaya paya parabhava

Vaisnava Ke? (10)

That person whom wealth, women and the tigress of prestige have
given up is indeed a Vaisnava.’ Such a person is a detached, pure
devotee before whom material existence accepts defeat.

Alwaysremember why we live in the matha. Nurturing the
desire for anything unrelated to Krsna is the cause of all the
living entities’ suffering,and so we must preoccupy ourselves
with thoughts of SriKrsnaand loving service unto Him. In this
way, illicit thoughts are unable to overpower us. “Apani paldbe
saba Suniyd govinda rava—All opposition flees upon hearing the
sound of ‘Govinda™ (Prema-bhakti-candrika, 2.13).

9 In other words, after wealth, women and prestige fail in their attempts to
subjugate that person, they give up any further efforts to bring him under their
control,and instead serve him.

88



THE SYNTHESIS OF LOVE

Stayin Agaratala. Procure new subscriptions thereand beg
alms. Always remember the third verse of Siksastaka.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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5 FEBRUARY, 1963

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Tejpura

Dear recipient of my affection,

Striman [REDACTED]’s l etter informed me that you had
recently come to the Kolkata matha and handed over the
sevanukulya, or donations,you collected to [RepacTED] Mahar aja.
It seems your collection went well. I hope you will find
enlivening results in striving to enthusiastically preach
and collect donations. As a servant continues to serve, his
qualification to serve increases. Justas one’s tendency to enjoy
increases the more one enjoys, so too does the renunciation of
one who renounces the world grow. We are neither enjoyers
norrenouncers;we are the eternal servants of Sri Hari, guruand
Vaisnavas, and so service is our eternal function. If an honest
tendency to serveawakensin the heart,angerand lust will cease
automatically. Hypocrisy deprives a servant of the happiness
of service. It is essential for a sadhaka to remain cautious that
hypocrisy does not take shelter in his heart. It is only when
hypocrisy is dispelled that one can truly enter the kingdom of
beautiful devotionand love.The sidhaka’s primary qualification
isthat heis devoid of hypocrisy.

nitya-subhakanksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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21 OCTOBER, 1965

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
86A Rasabihari Avenue
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my blessings,

When I returned from Odisha, I received your letter sent
on the 18th of the month of Asvina.

I am happy to know you are observing proper conduct
again and that you desire to perform sidhana-bhajana. I will be
here until Sri Rasa-piirnima,after which I will visit Hyderabad
and stay in our matha there for over a month. Now, continue
observing devotional conduct and, if you still have them,
perform $ri nama-bhajana without duplicity on the beads you
received. If for some time you properly perform and observe
Vaisnava practicesand conduct,you willagain be awarded with
the rites of initiation. But not now; not before then.

Theliving entity’s hypocrisy is his primary enemy. You must
give up hypocrisy entirely. Though a saidhaka may be gripped by
vice,ifheissincereand honest,he will quickly gain deliverance
from the hands of misfortune by the mercy of the devotees
and the Lord.

You were eager to perform bhajana of Sri Hari at a young
age.Later,you felldown due to bad association and offensesat
the feet of the devotees.If, once you feel remorse and grasp the
fleeting nature of sense objects,you canagain humbly pray for
the mercy of the devotees and the Lord,you will certainly obtain
the mercy of Sri Gaurahari. There is no cause to be hopeless. If
anyone causes you pain, never become vengeful or consider
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harming them. If possible, you should humbly try to help or
serve them. If you are truly incapable of this, then keep your
distance from the company of such aggressive individuals.
Donotcriticize anyone.Ifyoulearn toidentify your faultsand
endeavor to rectify them, by mercy of the compassionate Sri
Gaurahari, you will become capable of dispelling your vices.
We alone are the cause of any harm we experience; others are
simply instruments in manifesting it.

Try tolead aregulated life. Know that I am bestowing my
heartfelt blessings upon you all. Our observance of niyama-
seva will carry on until Sri Utthana Ekadasi. There will be a big
festival on Dvadasi to conclude Caturmasya and niyama-seva.

In thisway, I conclude—
nitya-subhakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
tridandi-bhiksu

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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| APRIL, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

S1i [REDACTED] dasa, I received the postcard you sent on 6
March, 1978.1 also received the letter you sent prior to that.
I hadbeeninformed of [REDACTED] Prabhu’ssraddha ceremony.
Iam happy to know that, like other years,you held srivydasa-piija
and a sankirtana festival in Sarabhoga Gaudiya Matha on Srila
Prabhupada’s appearance day.

There was a grand celebration of $ri vydsa-piija in Puri. In
Sri Mayapura, Navadvipa-dhama parikrama and the festival of
Sti Gaura’s birth were also held in a befitting manner, without
any obstacles.There were more people this year than previous
years. I am sure you have heard the details from Sripada
[ReDACTED| Maharajaand [REpAcTED| Brahmacariastheyleft
for Sarabhoga after the festival. Gradually, you should preach
and collect donations, so that you may complete the building
currently under construction. You should execute the services
of the mathaas per Sri[REpACTED] Maharaja’sinstr uctions,and
never converse or behave inany way that disregards the proper
etiquette due towarda Vaisnava,especially aseniorindividual.

Always remember that our lives are meant to be used to
attain the ultimate spiritual goal. Neglecting your worldly
duties, you came to the matha in the hopes of attaining the
Lord and His mercy. Pay noattention to the ridicule and praise
of others. Constantly and cautiously maintain focus on your
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cherished goal. Try to accept what is favorable for bhakti and
completely rejectall thatis not. Our protectorand maintaineris
our worshipful deity, Sri Krsna. Therefore,one must completely
submit oneself at His feet. An arrogant person attains neither
devotion nor the Lord’s mercy. From time to time, study the
Sarandgati booklet [written by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakural.
You can read Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Srimad Bhagavad-gita, and
later, when you meet with an opportunity, Srimad Bhagavatam.
Understand the real value of your life and, without deceit,
endeavor to live your life according to the instructions of
scripture and the mahdjanas, our exalted predecessors. If you
do so, then, by their mercy,you will surely meet with success.
Know thatIam bestowing my affectionate blessings upon
you all. I will be going to Anandapura the day after tomorrow
with our preaching party.Iwill be able to return here by the 7th.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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|7 MAY, 1977

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Hyderabad
Andhra Pradesh

Dear recipient of my affection,

Sti [REDACTED] Mahar aja, this mor ning when I arrived
here from Delhi, I received your letter, dated 10 May, 1977.
I do not approve of any matha brahmacari preaching on his
own. Our residence in the matha is for achieving the ultimate
spiritual goal. Collecting donations for the service of Sri Hari,
guru and Vaisnavas is included in this paramartha, or supreme
welfare. However, if any adversities manifest while executing
such service,then the sevakas must be advised to proceed with
caution.

Some affliction of waywardness—as well as lust, anger,
greed and so on—may be visible in not only conditioned souls,
but also in the sddhaka just beginning his or her devotional
journey. According to my understanding, it is the duty of
responsible sevakas to systematically regulate others without
becoming disturbed. No one in the matha is ouremployee,and
soitis bestif we grant proper, befitting honor to whomsoever
we request to render service.

As prompted by your letter, I will try to quickly reach the
Agartalamatha before Snana-Yatra. Know that I am bestowing
my affectionate blessings to you all.

Subhakankst
Your well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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9 DECEMBER, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

[REDACTED], I T eceived your postcard dated,27 November,
1978,a few days ago.

We have come to the matha to perform hari-bhajana. If a
resident of the matha leaves the matha and returns home after
being dishonored by another sevaka or an outside person, we
should see thatthis fleeingis simplyanindication of his lack of
faith or conviction. A person who possesses zeal for performing
sadhana-bhajana can never act like this. If someone remains in
the matha only as long as people praise and coddle him, and if
the chastisement of his seniors feels like poison to him, you
can understand that he has not come to the matha to perform
hari-bhajana. Many different types of people come to the matha,
and their natures are equally multifarious. Some are dominat-
ed by tama-guna, the mode of ignorance;othersare driven by raja-
guna,the mode of passion;and others are primarily in sattva-guna,
the mode of goodness.Itis quite possible that not everyone is
capable of empathizing with others or using gentle words to
instruct or reprimand them. On this account, to abandon the
matha for one’s home or the forest is symptomatic of a non-
devotee. Tolerance and composure is extremely essential for
asadhaka.
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You musthelp each otherrectify each other’s mistakesand
shortcomings;thisis the advantage of having many peoplelive
togetherin the matha. Know thatIambestowing myaffectionate
blessings upon you all.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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30 JANUARY, 1972

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Gwalapada

Dear recipient of my affection,

[REDACTED], yesterday I received yourletter,dated 23 January,
1972.Since I do not know your new address, I am mailing this
letter to your Bolapura address.

We will always engage our abilities in the service of Sri
Hari,guruand Vaisnavas and thereby attempt to make ourlives
worthwhile. Whether the object of serviceaccepts your service
ornotdepends on His gracious will. As servants,our service is
our natural, unchangeable duty (dharma), our [spiritual] self-
interestand our supreme purpose.

It sounds like your fundraising in the Bolapura area went
well.Ifyouinvestyourhopesinreceiving too much from others
and do not receive it, it is possible you may become angry
with them. To combat such anger, you can keep in mind the
instruction Srila Prabhupada gave me one day: “Why do you
desire so much? Why do you suffer so much?!°

“c

10 Thefullquoteisasfollows:” ‘Etau ciokeno? Eto duhkha pio keno?—Why do you
desire so much? Why do you suffer so much? Why do you expect so much from
Nimananda Prabhu oranyone else? Why do you feel so greatly pained when these
expectationsare not fulfilled? The service of §ri guru is entirely your responsibility,
from ca-va-tu, or A to Z.If someone helps you in this service, then you should feel
grateful. But if you fret over someone’s refusal to help, then you will be at fault,
and not him. Srimati Radharani is Krsna’s major-domo. She considers Herself
responsible forall services to Sri Krsna. If some sakhihelps Her in even the slightest
way by, for example, bringing water or grinding spices, She feelsindebted to her. But
ifno one is present to help Her render service to Sri Krsna, She does not complain
or feel any animosity toward anyone, even in Her mind.”
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“Yadrcchalabhe santusta—Be satisfied with whatever comes
toyou.” Thisintelligentapproach s the characteristic of asober
heart. Know that I am bestowing my affectionate blessings
uponyouall.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-subhakarksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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22 AUGUST, 1976

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

[REDACTED],ITeceived your l etter,dated 20 August. Do a bit
of introspective reflection: Does abandoning crucial services
in the matha and instead busying yourself in obtaining a title
or degree constitute the practice of devotion to Sri Hari? If
someone has come to stay as arenounced person in the matha,
yet his inclination for mundane gratification increases, he is
mostassuredly not practicing devotion. Rather, his path is one
thatleads to degradation.

In Puri, there are no burdensome tasks of service with
which to constantly contend. If you wish, you may take some
books to study there and, later on, when it does not affect the
service of matha, you may visit and stay with your professors
and continue your studies.

We know that you are not a realized person. Still, I fail to
understand your complete indifference to performing service
andyourinclination to preoccupy yourself with only studying,
evenatthe expense of upsetting Vaisnavas.If we have toresort
to flattery to get you to perform some service, please make
it clear to us: Do you wish to actually render service to the
matha, or will you not render service? If the latter is true, we
will manage whatever services we can without you. Surely,
you can understand that patience has its limits when it comes
to repeatedly cajoling you to perform service.
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Our establishment, Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha,
was registered last August in accordance with the Society
Registration Act XXI of 1860. You will be able to review the
purpose and rules of the matha, as well as other information
once the memorandum is printed. Know that  am bestowing
my affectionate blessings upon you all.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-subhakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
S$ri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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20 SEPTEMBER, 1976

$r18ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

[REDACTED], I received your letter,dated 26 August, 1976.
Sripada Bhakti Vilasa Tirtha Maharaja left his body in Kolkata
on 10 September,ataround 3:20PM. The day before yesterday;,
ataround 3:00AM, Sri Kirtanananda Brahmacari Prabhu also
left his body. He did so at the asrama of one of his disciples in
Badisa,and hislastrites were performed at Keoda-talayesterday.

Our turn has now come. No one’s body lasts forever. That
is why an intelligent person avails himself of every moment
to further hisadvancement toward the ultimate spiritual goal.

I am concerned for your health. [I have come to know]
you have digestive problems and, more notably,are weak. You
cannot digest everything. You must give some attention to
your body,butdo not make ityour only concern. Our faculties
are worthwhile only when they are capable of being engaged
inthe service of theadvanced devoteesand the Lord. Try some
Ayurvedic medicine and patiently see ifitimproves your health.

If you are not particularly unwell, it would be good if you
could regularly perform arcana. It would be best if Nani-gopala
could dedicate all of his time to fundraising. The matha has no
income besides whateveralms we collect,and many expenses
are pending. Know that I am bestowing my affectionate
blessings upon you all.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhdakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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23 DECEMBER, 1976

$r18ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Agaratala
Tripura

Dear recipient of my affection,

[REDACTED], I received your letter, dated 14 December.
You have all accepted great hardship in order to manifest
and serve the appearance place of my $ri gurudeva. For this, I
am indebted to all of you. You have all toiled and relinquished
your own desires for the sake of my dignity and the service of
Sri Purusottama-dhama. All I pray is that this may hasten the
mercy of Sri Jagannatha-deva and $ri gurudeva.

In this age of Kali, many types of duplicity cover the
propensity for pure devotion;itisasifbhaktihas become another
name for enjoyment. If you care for me, you will endeavor to
recognize your own failings, carry out your life according to
sadhu and scripture,and strive to have humility and tolerance.
Never allow yourself to be cheated of your true welfare. Sri
Krsna Himself will inspire in your heart the intelligence by
which you may become qualified to lovingly serve Him and
attain His company. Here,some effortsare being made tobegin
our services. Only Sri Jagannatha-deva knows how much of
it He will accept. Know that I am bestowing my affectionate
blessings upon you all.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhdakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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| MAY, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Dhiyana Camp
Dear recipient of my affection,

[REDACTED| dasa, I received your postcard,dated 24 April,
1978. Your elder brother wrote to me saying your mind has
been restless for quite some days. As long as the tendency for
enjoyment remains within, it will make the mind restlessand
causes a lack of peace. Whether it be an object of pleasure or a
woman,whateveryou could possibly wish to enjoy is perishable.
The soul,however,isimperishable. Perishable objects and their
association agitate the imperishable and disruptits peace. You
canvery easily grasp these things ifyou pay evensslightattention
to them. What's more, enjoyment entails disease and fear, so
try to engage your soul and senses in the service of Vaikuntha,
which is the service of the Whole, or that which is constituted
of eternity, consciousness and bliss. This alone will bring you
happinessand peace.

Thereis nothingabundantaboutthe pleasures to be found
inyour material situation. Once you settle down athome,you
will end up fighting over whatever commodities are there,
which will in turn lead to indulgence. Do not, then, step foot
onthe path ofindulgence. Channel your faculties into the path
of service and toward Vaikuntha, the realm of the infinite. This
will fulfill your senses, for it will fulfill their true purpose.

Know thatIam bestowing my affectionate blessings upon
all of you.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhdkanksi

_ Your eternal well-wisher,
SriBhakti Dayita Madhava
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[DATE UNKNOWN]

$r18ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
86A Rasabihari Avenue
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

[ReDACTED|, ITeceivedyour letter,dated 1 December,1972,
quiteawhileago,butbecause I was travelingand preachingin
many places and busy with festivals,I was delayed in my reply.
Please do nottake it personally. Yesterday, I received your letter
dated 28 March,1973.1was pleased to hearyou are maintaining
proper conduct and endeavoring in the worship of Sri Hari.

Inyour previous letter,you proposed the establishment ofa
mathabranchinyourvillage. Suchan undertakingis not possible
at present. Ideally, the pious people of the community ought
to cooperate to render proper service to the deities presiding
in your home or village. On days when there is indeed no one
else to perform worship and it is absolutely necessary, you
should certainly perform the worship yourself according to
the delineations of scripture. You would not be committing
any sort of offense in doing so. Still, I do not think it wise for
someone as impoverished and fickle-minded as yourself to
accept full responsibility for serving §rivigraha. Of course, there
isnoharmifyouactually can perform the worship,but worship
mustnotbe carried outin the hopes of turningitintoabusiness
and gaining wealth. Your only intention should be to adore
and please Sri Bhagavan, and you should know that you are
His servant. Then, as much as you are able, you may perform
faithful serviceand worship the deities. Do not maintain hope
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that the servants of the matha will come to your tiny village,
which is inadequately accessible,and perform deity worship,
thereby giving you grhasthas the opportunity for laziness. You
yourself mustarrange for the worship of §rivigraha, whetherin
your home orvillage. Do not depend on us.

“Never criticize [prakrta-|sahajiya Vaisnavas or the libertine
Babajis,and neverassociate with them,either. If they visityour
home, honor them properly. Externally, do not appear to be
sparing themrespect. Never display incivility toward anyone.
The nature of a Vaisnava is to never seek respect for himself
and to always offer due respect to others. We should neither
criticize nor praise anyone,even the wicked-minded. Mentally,
one must separate oneself from the association of nefarious
characters, yet there is no point in shunning necessary social
dealings with them, otherwise they could easily direct their
enmity toward you and cause you trouble. Once your heart is
agitated, obstacles appear in your bhajana.

Ifyourvillage is made more accessibleand you can provide
accommodations there,I can try to send a preaching party from
the mathainaboutayear.Ihave no objection to coming myself,
butIhavelittle time these days,and I am unenthusiasticabout
lugging myselfin deteriorated health toa distant,inaccessible
village.

I have sentinvitations for Sri Jhiilanaand Sri Janmastami
festivals.This year,we willalso be holding an on-foot pilgrimage
of the eighty-four krosa'! Sri Vraja-mandala. I have sent all the
details along with this letter for your own information and for
youto spread the word inyourlocale. You may come here a day
ortwo before Sri Janmastami. We can discuss other mattersin
person at that time.

I am taking the Toofan Express on 20 August with quitea
few sevakas of the matha to be in Sridhama Vrndavana for the
occasion of Sti Jhiilana-yatra. We will return on 2 or 3 September

11 About 168 miles.
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for Sti Janmastami in Kolkata. This upcoming 26 January will
be the inauguration of the new Kolkata matha, and the deities
will make theirblessed entrance into their new residence at 35
Satish Mukherjee Road. Whomeveramong you wishes to visit
may do so if possible. All is well here.

Know thatIam bestowing my affectionate blessings upon
youall.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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|6 OCTOBER, 1972

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

Sri[REDACTED] Mahar aja,Ijust received your letter,dated
13 October, 1972, this evening.

Ifaservant of the matha ever makesa mistake and the matter
isbroughtto the notice of the management,they should deeply
investigate the situationandinstruct thatindividualin orderto
rectify the situation. If the issue is still not resolved, then he is
tobe removed from the matha. How can the general populace—
especially reckless youths of an aggressive temperament—
help or benefit others? Their natures are predominated by the
modes of passion and ignorance;all they display is the play of
these energies. They can help neither themselves nor others.
Aviolent person cannoteven conceive of helping another.The
gentle-hearted help others. Those who derive pleasure from
the sufferings of othersare undoubtedly abominable persons.
May Sri Hari bestow rightful intelligence upon them and bring
about their true welfare. This I pray to His merciful potency.

Know thatIam bestowing my affectionate blessings upon
youall.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnkst

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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22 DECEMBER, 1966

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Pathara Ghati, Hyderabad—2 Andhra Pradesh

Dear recipient of my affection,

Sti [REDACTED] dasa, today I received your letter,dated 14
December, 1966.

Donotbe greedily eager to engage in family life;it does not
yield much happiness.One mustendure many types of suffering
inorderto satisfy one’s hankering for ordinary sensual pleasure.
With deep consideration,determine whatitis you really ought
todo.Itis exceedingly difficult to obtain deliverance when one
has fallen into the clutches of sensualists, who are engrossed
in anarthas. Because the body is not the self, bodily relations
have no connection with the self. The body is temporary and,
generally speaking, born of lust and other base tendencies.
Therefore, duties relating to the body are also temporary and
associated with lust.Isitnotconsidered soberintelligence fora
personto use hisimpermanentbodyand senses toattain either
acondition of eternal existence full of perpetual bliss—in other
words,becoming situated in unending joy—or the service of Sri
Bhagavan? Personally, I feel there exists no meritin endeavoring
forsomething thatwill bring not only [externally identifiable]
misery, but most certainly [lasting, internal] agony. Indeed,
such endeavors are not symptomatic of an intelligent person.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-subhakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava

109



AFFECTION AND REPROACH:

20 APRIL, 1971

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Sector 20B
Chandigarh [1600]

Dear recipient of my affection,

[REDACTED|, I received your letter,dated 14 April, 1971.

You are not required to stay in any one matha indefinitely.
Although as residents of the matha it is not our goal to travel
all over the country or to other branches of our matha, you
will most certainly have the opportunity to travel to various
mathas when the need arises. We should not be averse to
traveling; we must remain eager to go wherever our service
may take us.

Whenever you visit a matha, maintain harmony with the
fellow residents there to the best of your ability, so that you
may remain favorable to the interests of the matha and not
unfavorable to devotional practices. Having renounced so many
things, all of the matha’s residents have come to the matha for
the sole purpose of performing bhajana. There is no reason
to become disturbed if you happen to see faults in some of
them. In other words, do not worry if you happen to observe
in them a small or fleeting desire for sense enjoyment,a gross
disinclination toward Bhagavan,orif you see them endeavoring
forwealth,women and prestige.Is there any reason tobecome
disturbed? Anyway, you are a mature person. You should
proceed wisely,considering all perspectivesand guiding others
accordingly.
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If you respond to this letter immediately, please use
the Jalandhar address. Otherwise, address your letter to the
Chandigarh matha. Allis well here.Iwould be elated to receive
news of the development of the Gwalapada matha.

Dandavat-prandma.

In this way, I conclude—

$ri gaura-jana-kinkara

Aninsignificant servant of the associates of Sri Gaura,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava

1
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20 MAY, 1970

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

c/0S.K.Agrawal
Sarada Street
Fenatongafja
P.O.]Jalandhar City

Dear recipient of my affection,

Ireceived yourletters,dated 5,11,15and 17 May, 1970.Sri
Susil Tripathi’s London address is 55 Green Crapt Gardens,
London N.W.6 (U.K).

Whoeveramong the matha’s servants is unwilling to honor
roti-prasada at night or considers it to be unfavorable for his
health mustnotbe forced to do so.If the price of rice is high, or
iftheamountofrice received from governmentrations or that
collected during bhiksd is insufficient,you mustabsolutely seek
some other means by which you can secure whatever quantity
you require. If the servants of the matha become unwell, then
the matha suffers. It is wise to endeavor to keep the sevakas
enthusiastic.If thereisagreat shortage of funds,you mayeven
take outaloaninordertokeep astock of basic necessities. Each
individual possessesa digestive power, point-of-view and other
traits thatare wholly unique from those of others. Therefore, I
finditunreasonable that many people staying together should
be forced to eat only one type of cuisine.

Ireceived letters from Sri Jayapataka dasaand Acyutananda.
I don’tknow what to write to Jayapataka dasa.If Acyutananda
remains there, inform me of his thoughts and I will respond
to him accordingly. If he or any other disciple of Sri Swami
Maharaja comes to stay in our Kolkata matha, give him aroom
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and make suitable arrangements for his prasaida and other things,
as perstandard practice. If necessary,seek guidance from Sripada
Jagamohana Prabhu regarding this matter. The fact that these
foreigners are performing nama-kirtana and glorifying Sri Guru-
Gauranga is sufficient areason to elicit our affection.

On 16 May,amidst the glorification of the guru-vargaand sri
harinama-sankirtana, we, with great pleasure,gained possession
ofaperfect piece ofland in Sector 20B, Chandigarh. There, we
erected aflagand alarge Gaudiya Matha signboard in English,
Hindi and Punjabi. All who attended were welcomed with
sweets and cool water.

Know thatIam bestowing my affectionate blessings upon
youall.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-subhakarksi

Your ever well-wisher,

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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24 DECEMBER, 1963

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Mathura Road
P.O.Vrndavana

Dist. Mathura

Dear recipient of my affection,

I received your letter, dated 18 December, 1963.1 have
learned thatyou traveled to Assam with Krsna-kesava Prabhu.

I am pained to hear the news of your father’s illness. I
understand he knows death is inevitable and has not over-
endeavored to maintain the ephemeral body. But if he can
remain constantly absorbed in thoughts of Bhagavan,itwill be
amatter of joyand dignity.I understand thathe isunwilling to
see a doctor. Nevertheless, it is the duty of his sons and family
members to take care of him.

There are three considerations regarding a family’s parents
and three kinds of intelligence among offspring that correlate
with the way in which they serve their parents or other family
members.

The dull-witted and the mad identify themselves with
the body and thus remain busy day and night seeking out
bodily pleasure,an objective they consequently deem to be in
their best interest. They consider attending to their parents’
bodily comforts to be bhakti, the topmost service, and behave
accordingly.

Those who mistake the subtle body—which consists of
mana (mind),buddhi, (intelligence) and ahankara (false ego)—to
be the self,consider paying heed to their mental proclivities to
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beintheirbestinterest. Accordingly,they think they doagreat
service by trying to appease the mind of their kith and kin.

Those who consider themselves to be cit-tattva (conscious
substance), or atma (soul), are intelligent. They consider the
ability to gain happiness of the soul—eternal spiritual bliss,
or paramdrtha (spiritual gain)—to be in their best interest. In
other words, they seek to obtain the service of Bhagavan. It
isimpossible for anyone to attain the Supreme Lord without
taking to the path of bhagavad-bhakti, or prema. Therefore, these
highly intelligent persons endeavor to attain §ri bhagavat-prema
and accordingly serve their parents and family members in a
manner favorable for their family’s attainment of $ri bhagavat-
prema. Justas a person who has attained some wealth may use
that wealth to please his dear ones, it is only when a person
attains $ri krsna-prema that he attains the ability to enrich
his parents or dear ones with that same prema. It is for this
reason alone that mahd-bhagavata Sri Prahlada,a person of ideal
character who blessed the whole universe with the topmost
auspiciousness, engaged in $ri krsna-bhakti, even against his
father’s wishes. Also, if we examine the life and character of
Sriman Mahaprabhu, we can see that, externally, He brought
grief to His aged, widowed mother and His young wife, Sri
Visnupriya-devi,and caused them toweep when He renounced
them for the sake of attaining love of Sri Krsna:

dnera tanaye ane rajata-kdicana
ami ani dibd mago kysna prema dhana

Other sons bring silver and gold. O mother, I will bring the wealth
of krsna-prema.

By these words, He consoled His mother before leaving
family life and became fully enraptured in incessantly tasting
prema for Sri Krsna. How eager are the people of the world to
obtain His mercy today!

Inmy opinion,you have been serving your father for quite
some time, so now, taking his permission, it would be best
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for you to return to Sri Mayapura. Regarding serving loved
ones, thereis no duty or self-interestin the whole world higher
than performing bhajana of Sri Krsna. This alone brings all
happiness.

Know that I am bestowing my affectionate blessings
uponyouall.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-subhakarksi

Your ever well-wisher,

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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8 JULY, 1975

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
Goyadi Bazaar
Krsnanagara

Dear recipient of my affection,

Afterreceiving your two lettersand sending two telegrams
and two or three letters to Agartala, I found out that [REDACTED]
went to Sarbhoga, but later returned to Agartala. Despite
knowing there was a shortage of servants in the Sarbhoga
matha, he neglected my repeated instructions and advice [to
stay there] and went to Agartala to fulfil his own deviant, selfish
motives. I have therefore forbidden the Agartala matha and all
of our branches to give him a place to stay for the time being.

[REDACTED] has now gone to Gwalapada. Your behavior
agitates people, and the sevakas do not want to remain in the
matha. This is a sad state of affairs. The matha sevakas reside in
the matha of their own free will for the purpose of performing
$ri hari-bhajana. They are not paid employees. Nowadays, one
mustexercise proper caution when interacting with even paid
employees. If one fails to observe appropriate etiquette with
godbrothers who have renounced their homes, it becomes
impossible to live and perform service with them.

Sri Caitanya-carana dasa Adhikari Prabhu suffereda sudden
heartattack in Puri,and although he was taken to the hospital
and cared for by highly qualified doctors, within forty-eight
hours, Sri Jagannatha-deva made him one of His own on 25 June,
at8:15AM.The day before yesterday, his firstSraddha ceremony
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and viraha-mahotsava (disappearance festival) were held in the
Kolkata matha, with no expense spared.

Know that I am bestowing my affectionate blessings
uponyouall.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your ever well-wisher,

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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| MAY, 1977

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

c¢/o Sri Manaprakasa Sharma
211, Luniya Mahalla
P.O.Dehradun (Uttar Pradesh)

Dear recipient of my affection,

Although many days have passed, I have not received
evenasingleletter fromyou.[REDACTED] hasgone outside the
matha to travel and preach.I wish to know hiswhereaboutsand
what contributions he has sent to benefit the services in the
matha.

I am against any of the matha’s servants traveling and
preaching alone. The desire to acquire wealth, women and
prestige are strong in sadhakas who are full of anarthas. A
sadhaka ought to be careful not to encourage those desires.
The conditioned soul’s waywardness is among his greatest
ailments. The non-duplicitous sidhaka may be full of anarthas
initially, but because of his simplicity, coupled with the
strength of the mercy of the devotees and Sri Bhagavan, his
independent nature and similar faults are quickly removed,
right from the start. Undoubtedly, the removal of one’s subtle
anarthas takes time. By living in the association of devotees
who are more advanced than, likeminded and affectionate
to him, a sadhaka can very quickly attain auspiciousness.
In such association, he has the opportunity to be under gui-
dance.I hope that [REDACTED| has retur ned to the matha or
returns soon. I have not received a letter from him, nor do I
have an address for him.
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Sriman Nanigopala wasill some days before.I hope that he
will quickly regain good health underyouraffectionate care. If
possible, I will arrange forasevaka who knows arcana to be sent
to Agartala matha soon.

In this way, I conclude—
nitya-Subhakarnksi

Your ever well-wisher,

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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7 SEPTEMBER, 1978

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

Ireceivedyourletter,dated 25 August,1978.1 hope that by
the mercy of the all-compassionate Gaurahari, the Janmastami
festival at the Gwalapada matha was celebrated nicely, without
any hindrances.

There is no cause for your heart to be bewildered, even
by the knowledge that your two sons from your married life
before joining the matha have passed on. As you are aware,
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.24.13) states:

karmana jayate jantuh
karmanaiva praliyate

sukham duhkham bhayam ksemar
karmanaivabhipadyate

Itis by the force of karma that aliving entity takes birth,and itis by
karma alone that he meets his destruction. His happiness, distress,
fearand sense of security all arise as the effects of karma.

This verse was spoken by Sri Krsna to His father, Sri Nanda
Maharaja, to His uncles and to the Vrajavasis, in order to stop
them from performing worship to Indra.

I am certain you will not be bewildered by either the
happiness felt at the birth of a family member or the distress
brought on by the death of a family member. Such bewilder-
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ment belongs to sense-enjoyers with strong attachments to
the body and bodily relatives.

I know that you, along with Sriman Giri Maharaja, have
been preaching and collecting funds by staying in this place,
but it would be a matter of great pleasure if the construction
of the temple room were finished as soon as possible. It is
absolutely essential to build the sankirtana hall in front of the
temple room. Itis our duty to teach proper conduct and assist
young newcomers,whose heartsare bewildered,in performing
hari-bhajana.

Know that I am bestowing my affectionate blessings
uponyouall.

nitya-Subhakarnksi
Your eternal well-wisher,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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9 OCTOBER, 1975

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

I received both your letters, dated 3 and 8 October, 1975.
If some devotees from Agartala wish to attend Vraja-mandala
parikrama, you may send [REDACTED] dasa with them

Itis not thatall the matha’s residents were completely free
from every material desire prior to arriving here. We cannot
encourage them to fulfill those material desires, but if we are
able to fulfill those desires of theirs thatare favorable to bhakti,
then we must approve, or in some cases even endorse, those
activities.

Itisimpossible forcommon people notto have the tendency
to enjoy certain things, such as sightseeing or traveling while
performing parikrama or having darsana of the dhama. We should
consider their activities to be somehow related to bhakti, and
thus endorse them.Itisimpossible for everyone to be severely
austere and renounced; in the path of bhakti, it is suitable for a
sadhaka toaccept things appropriate for him (yuktahara),as well
as appropriate relaxation (yuktavihara).

Know this to be my affectionate message toyou,and convey
my affectionate blessings to all the matha-sevakas there.

$ri gaura-jana-kinkara

Aninsignificant servant of Sti Gaura’s associates,
Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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8 SEPTEMBER, 1976

$r13ri guru-gaurangau jayatah
All glories to Sti Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sri Caitanya Gaudiya Matha
35 Satish Mukherjee Road
Kolkata—26

Dear recipient of my affection,

I received your letters, dated 29 December, 1975, and 2
January, 1976.1tis only proper for all the servants of the matha
to be tolerant while residing in the matha. Everyone possesses
different natures and qualifications, and so it is absolutely
necessary to remain tolerant and patient with each other.
In my opinion, it is because of their sukrti, or accumulated
spiritual merit, that sidhakas come to reside in the matha for
the sake of performing sadhana-bhajana. But one cannot say
that they have solely good impressions without a trace of
bad impressions. It is due to good impressions that a person
desires to perform sadhana-bhajana or associate with sadhus.
However,bad impressions may cause him to performactivities
other than those related to pure devotion. In order to help
such a sadhaka, we should, without becoming angry, instruct
and help him like a friend. A violent propensity is not in the
nature of a sadhu.

Somehow, I learned that the mind of Sri Caitanya dasa,
a servant of Sri Vinoda-vani Gaudiya Matha, has become
disturbed due to several reasons.If heapproachesyou,engage
him in hari-bhajana by giving him affection and advice. If the
situation proves extreme, he may be transferred to another
matha.
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Know that lam bestowing My affectionate blessings upon
youall.

nitya-Subhakanksi

Your eternal well-wisher,

Sri Bhakti Dayita Madhava
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|6 FEBRUARY, | 948 PG. | |
TEJPURA, ASSAM

“I have regarded my body, home and related accessories—
all figments of illusion—as my wealth, my everything,and
thereby cheated myself of attaining my true be-all and
end-all—Sri Krsna, the transcendental embodiment of all
forms of nectarian bliss (akhila-rasamrta-murti).”

“Unless our ahaiikara, or vanity, undergoes radical
transformation, it is not possible for us to truly engage in
the service of Sri Krsna.”

“Suddha-bhakti, or pure devotion, is difficult to attain, yet it
is what we most earnestly seek.”

“The performance of §ri nama-bhajana is the essence of Sri
Caitanya-deva’s teachings. To call out for Sri Bhagavan is
alone $§ri nama-bhajana.”

|6 FesrUARY, 1948 PG. 14
TEJPURA, ASSAM

“Once our desires are in tune with those of Sri Krsna, like a
blade in its sheath, we will discover pure devotion.”

“There is no need to reject social interaction and societal
activities thatare not unfavorable to pure bhakti.”

“Find as much time as you possibly can to call out to Sri
Bhagavan with eagerness.”

“For His happiness, we must sacrifice all our tendencies to
seek out our own happinessand comfort.”
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17 June, 1976 PG. 21
[SODHYANA, MAYAPURA

“There will be no place in the matha for people who do only
as they please.”

26 NOVEMBER, 1977 PG. 23
KoLkATA

“The principal commitment in the life of those who have
renounced their homes is sadhana-bhajana.”

“Only begging alms to eat and endeavoring to find secure
places for your body to stay are not considered limbs of
bhakti.”

“There are many advantages and associated comforts to
expect while living together with many sadhakas. If some
weakness enters the sadhaka’s heart, he will be restrained
from engaging in reprehensible conduct, due to either a
fear of other sadhakas or by their instructions.”

22 DECEMBER, 1978 PG. 25
KoLkATA

“As long as you remain my disciple, I have the right to
chastise and correctyou,do I not?”

“I cannotin any way support the independent conduct ofa
person who has renounced his home.”

130



EXTRACTING THE ESSENCE

26 Juwy, 1978 PG. 27
[SODHYANA, MAYAPURA

“We have not abandoned worldly life and come to the
matha to relax and abide as we please—always keep this in

mind.”

“If you chant a fixed amount of $§ri nama and your mantras,
as is standard, your heart will attain peace and happiness.”

8 JANUARY, 1976 PG. 28
KoLkATA

“Noteveryone possessesthe same natureand qualification.
That is why tolerance and composure are so essential.”

3 AucusT, 1977 PG. 29
KoLkATA

“Ifa person does not learn to look at his own faults, he can
never correct them and make progress.”

“Itwould be a big mistake to consider yourself faultless.”

“Whenrelationships of the body strengthen,impediments
arise in bhajana.”

20 NOVEMBER, 1977 PG. 32
KoLkaTA—26

“If you observe in your heart a strong compulsion to be
with a woman or for sense gratification, then you may
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remain in worldly life, stay in your household, earn money,
marry and try to somewhat satiate your lust.”

“Once you are a resident of the matha, it will be improper
for you to maintain a mentality of exercising choice as to
whether or notyou will stay in a given place.”

9 Jung, 1977 PG. 34
AGARATALA

“Receiving news of your sorrow and unrest, I too feel sad
and agitated.”

“Ifyou can refrain from striving for prestige and focus your
mind on sadhana-bhajana with humility and tolerance, you
will find auspiciousness.”

“Some serve a considerable amount, and some serve little;
there is no loss in this. But no one likes aggressive people,
for such persons cause unrest.”

29 NOVEMBER, |1954 PG. 35
AMBALA

“Pretending to be a guru is the same as betraying one’s own
guru.”

“It is only wise to act according to time, place and
circumstance.”

“One must endure both the favorable and detrimental
results of one’s actions.”
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“If you do not have perseverance and tolerance, it will be
impossible to stay anywhere for long.”

“I do not think it is possible for two conscious entities to
live togetherwithouttolerance of each other’s differences.”

“If you do not have an extremely firm conviction in your
goal and a profound craving for it, then you will surely see
a lack of perseverance and tolerance in your performance
of sadhana.”

“I believe that adjusting oneself to the world and trying to
move along [in spiritual life|, but without deviating even a
bit from one’s spiritual path, is favorable to one’s ultimate
spiritual well-being.”

“It is imperative that we immediately make an urgent,
concerted effort to cultivate what s favorable to Sri Krsna.”

“Our essential duty is to become niskiiicana [accepting
Bhagavan and 3ri guru as one’s only wealth], engage in the
service of §ri guru and Gauranga and apply our hearts and
souls to the best of our abilities.”

|5 OcToBerR 1960 PG. 40
VRNDAVANA

“If you can give up your yearning for sense objects and
engage yourself one-pointedly in bhajana of Sri Hari, then
I will be pleased in all respects.”
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26 AucusrT, 1968 PG. 42
KoLKATA

“Itisourindependentdesiresalone thatcause ussuffering.”

“Sadhakas control their minds by the words of sadhu, sastra
and §riguru.”

“Abiding by the sweet will of one’s own mind invokes
impediments for bhajana.”

“If those who are dear to each other live together in the
same place, they will all be happy. However, for the service
of Mahaprabhu, I have had to give up the happiness of
being near those who are dear to me.”

20 May, 1972 PG. 43
HYDERABAD

“No part or duration of our lives is to be engaged in any
otheractivity.”

“If we remain exclusively surrendered, Sri Krsna Himself
will protect us; no calamity can befall us.”

“When one becomes conscious of one’s absolute identity
(svariipa) and realizes that prema,divine love, for Sri Krsnais
one’s ultimate goal (prayojana), there will remain no dearth
of patience or tolerance.”

“If ever the notion that we are ‘the doer’ or the tendency to
enjoy becomes strong, then unrest and anxiety will enter
our hearts and make them restless.”
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|2 May, 1968 PG. 45
KoLKATA

“If you observe any weakness in any of your godbrothers,
it is best to interact with them in a wholly compassionate
manner that facilitates their escape from the clutches of
that weakness.”

8 OCTOBER, 1971 PG. 46
CHANDIGARH

“If we can truly understand that all situations and
circumstances that come our way are simply the mercy of
Sti Bhagavan, we will no longer have any apprehensions of
misfortune or distress.”

19 JuNE, 1953 PG. 48
GAUHATT

“Sri Gaurasundara’s intimate associates Sri Svariipa
Damodara and Raya Ramananda did not externally reside
in Sri Vraja-mandala, but does that mean they were not rich
in prema-bhakti?”

“If a person eats heavily, then he will be unable to digest
his food and will find himself in an agonizing condition.
Similarly,whenunqualified personslisten tolofty,elevated
concepts of the devotional scriptures,theyassimilate them
poorly,which presents a state of agitation.”

“Even if someone wrongs us, we should not wish harm
upon him, even by mistake.”
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“If you are clever, you are obliged to rectify undesirable
situations by identifying their root cause.”

23 DECEMBER, 1978 PG. 52
KoLKATA

“It is only proper for me to stay in the association of
Vaisnavas and serve their worshipful Sri Bhagavan.”

31 OcTOBER, 1978 PG. 54
VRNDAVANA

“AslongasIhaven’tlostmyhead,how couldItelladevotee,
a sadhaka, to give up the association of saintly persons,
which is favorable to bhajana, and surround himself with
sense objects?”

“Whenthewormofenjoymentbitesone’s mind,itdestroys
one’s concept of rightand wrong.”

| 8 SEPTEMBER, 1974 PG. 56
PURT

“Janma-data pita nare prarabdha khandaite—The father who
gives you birth [or in other words, ‘T, who have given you a
second birth by bestowing upon you diksd’] cannot destroy
your prarabdha-karma, the accumulated results of your past
actions.”
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3 AucusT, 1966 PG. 58
KoLKATA

“Our previous actions are responsible for our woes and ills.
We cannot direct our blame or anger toward anyone else.”

|7 May, 1977 PG. 6
HYDERABAD

“We certainly have to endure the fruits of our previous
actions.”

“The fruits of our own previous actions may be the cause
of this, or perhaps 3ri guru and Gauranga are testing our
determination.”

| 7 Augusr, 1977 PG. 63
DeovAN Deubi

“Our efforts to engage such an uneducated, ill-manned
individual to walk the path of auspiciousness in the
service of Sri Hari, guru and Vaisnavas are done with the
noble intention that if not bhakti, he may at least finally
accrue spiritual merit (sukrti) favorable to bhakti. Still, if he
exhibits disrespectful behavior,we should understandit to
be due to our own weaknessand incompetence in properly
engaging him.I am saddened, because it is our fault we let
such a person live in the matha.”
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22 NOVEMBER, 1973 PG. 66
BHUVANESVARA

“If he has a sincere longing to serve and a formidable
intention to attain the Lord, he will be able to determine
where and how he has erred and transgressed. An arrogant
person is unqualified for bhakti. This is because bhakti
cannot appear without surrender, and an arrogant person
can never truly surrender.”

“Recognizing one’s own disqualification—or in other
words,humility—isaverynecessary quality forsurrender.”

“The moment a person perceives trouble in his heart, he
should fervently call out to Bhagavanat the top of his voice;
the Lord will certainly assistas isappropriate.”

25 OcTOBER, 1974 PG. 68
PURT

“Do not go to your home again and again simply because
it is nearby. It does not look good at all; it is inappropriate.
You should notwander outside the matha as you please, nor
should you travel.”

“If the conditioned soul acts according to his own whims,
hewill not meetwithauspiciousness.Thatiswhywelivein
the matha:to carry out our lives according to the ordinances
of scripture under the shelter of $ri gurudeva and in the
association of sadhus.”
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28 JANUARY, 1978 PG. 70
KoLKATA

“A person naturally develops possessiveness and
attachment to that in which he invests his energy, faculties
and resources.”

“True association with true sadhus is absolutely essential
for those seeking auspiciousness.”

“A man’s inclinations arise from the company he keeps.
That is why bad association is always to be rejected.”

“In the absence of sadhus, one must study the scriptures,
sincerely give up other hankerings and cry out to Sri Krsna.
Then, one’s heart will be cleansed and, by His mercy, the
path to attain Him will become easily accessible.”

26 OCTOBER, 1976 PG. 72
PuUrT

“We will not foster enmity toward anyone.”

20 DECEMBER, 1978 PG. 76
KoLKATA

“Itis my wish that those who have affection for me should
abandon other hankerings and incessantly—or as much
as possible—sing of and remember Sri Krsna’s names and
form.”
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“I am forever indebted to those who have assisted me by
dedicating their vitality, wealth, intelligence and words in
fulfilling the cherished wishes of my sri gurudeva.”

“My prayer is for all to constantly chant §ri harinama
sincerely with all their heart.”

22 SEPTEMBER, 1947 PG. 77
ASSAM

“The specialty of India’s education and culture has always
been in line with, favorable for and completely imbued
with spiritual self-introspection.”

“The Cause of All Causes—the Topmost Cause, Sri
Bhagavan—does not exist for the sake of the jivas; the jivas
exist for Him.”

8 JANUARY, 1975 PG. 85
KOLKATA

“In the society of bhaktas and Vaisnavas, not much
importance is given to a person’s social division (varna) or
stage of life (asrama).”

“Vaisnavas focus primarily on the prominence of a
person’s vaisnavati—the quality of being a Vaisnava—or, in
other words, his aptitude for devotion, and deal with him
respectfully in accordance with such internal features.”
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27 NOVEMBER, 1965 PG. 86
HYDERABAD

“Itisasign of good fortune thatyou feel repentant for your
reprehensible conduct.”

“A pretense of devotion, which aspires only to show off to
people, neveryields auspiciousness.”

“A devotee of the Lord is never distracted by praise or the
criticism of antagonistic persons.”

8 May, 1976 PG. 88
CHANDIGARH

“Apani palabe saba Suniyd govinda rava—All opposition flees
upon hearing the sound of ‘Govinda™

5 FeBRUARY, 1963 PG. 90
TEPURA

“As a servant continues to serve, his qualification to serve
increases.”

“Hypocrisy deprives a servant of the happiness of service.”

21 OCTOBER, 1965 PG. 91
KoLkaTaA—26

“The living entity’s hypocrisy is his primary enemy.”

“If anyone causes you pain, never become vengeful or
consider harming them.”
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“Ifyou learn to identify your faults and endeavor to rectify
them, by mercy of the compassionate Sri Gaurahari, you
will become capable of dispelling your vices.”

“We alone are the cause of any harm we experience; others
are simply instruments in manifesting it.”

| ApriL, 1978 PG. 93
KoLkATA

“Never converse or behave in any way that disregards the
proper etiquette due toward a Vaisnava, especially a senior
individual.”

“Pay no attention to the ridicule and praise of others.
Constantly and cautiously maintain focus on your
cherished goal.”

“An arrogant person attains neither devotion nor the
Lord’s mercy.”

“Understand the real value of your life and, without deceit,
endeavor to live your life according to the instructions of
scripture and the mahdjanas, our exalted predecessors.”

9 DECEMBER, 1978 PG. 96
KoLKkATA

“If a resident of the matha leaves the matha and returns
home after being dishonored by another sevaka or an
outside person, we should see that this fleeing is simply an
indication of his lack of faith or conviction.”
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“Tolerance and composure is extremely essential for a
sadhaka.”

“You must help each other rectify each other’s mistakes
and shortcomings; this is the advantage of having many
peoplelive together in the matha.”

30 JANUARY, 1972 PG. 98
GWALAPADA

“We will always engage our abilities in the service of Sri
Hari, guru and Vaisnavas and thereby attempt to make our
lives worthwhile.”

“As servants, our service is our natural, unchangeable duty
(dharma), our [spiritual] self-interest and our supreme
purpose.”

“Yadrcchalabhe santusta—Be satisfied with whatever comes
toyou.”

22 Aucusr, 1976 rG. 100
KoLkATA

“Doesabandoning crucial services in the matha and instead

busying yourself in obtaining a title or degree constitute
the practice of devotion to Sri Hari?”

20 SEPTEMBER, 1976 PG. 102
KoLKkATA

“Intelligent person avails himself of every moment to
further his advancement toward the ultimate spiritual goal.”
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23 DeceMBER, 1976 PG. 103
AGARATALA

“In this age of Kali, many types of duplicity cover the
propensity for pure devotion; it is as if bhakti has become
another name for enjoyment.”

“If you care for me, you will endeavor to recognize your
own failings, carry out your life according to sadhu and

scripture,and strive to have humility and tolerance.”

“Never allow yourself to be cheated of your true welfare.”

| May, 1978 PG. 104
DHiyaAnA CAMP

“As long as the tendency for enjoyment remains within, it
will make the mind restless and causes a lack of peace.”

“Perishable objects and their association agitate the
imperishable and disruptits peace.”

“Enjoyment entails disease and fear, so try to engage your
soul and senses in the service of Vaikuntha.”

“This alone will bring you happiness and peace.”

[DATE UNKNOWN] PG. 105
KoLKkATA

“Worship mustnotbe carried outin the hopes of turning it
into abusiness and gaining wealth.”
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“Never criticize [prakrta-]sahajiya Vaisnavas or the libertine
Babajis,and never associate with them, either.”

“Never display incivility toward anyone.”

“We should neither criticize nor praise anyone, even the
wicked-minded. Mentally, one must separate oneself
from the association of nefarious characters, yet there is
no point in shunning necessary social dealings with them,
otherwise they could easily direct their enmity toward you
and cause you trouble.”

|6 OcTOBER, 1972 PG. 108
KoLkATA

“Aviolent person cannot even conceive of helping another.
The gentle-hearted help others.”

22 DECEMBER, 1966 PG. 109
HYDERABAD

“One must endure many types of suffering in order to
satisfy one’s hankering for ordinary sensual pleasure.”

“It is exceedingly difficult to obtain deliverance when
one has fallen into the clutches of sensualists, who are
engrossed in anarthas.”
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20 May, 1970 PG. 112
JALANDHAR CiTY

“Itis wise to endeavor to keep the sevakas enthusiastic.”

“Ifthere isa great shortage of funds, you may even take out
aloanin order to keep a stock of basic necessities.”

“The fact that these foreigners are performing nama-kirtana
and glorifying Sri Guru-Gauranga is sufficient a reason to
elicit our affection.”

24 DECEMBER, 1963 PG. | 14
VRNDAVANA

“Regarding serving loved ones, there is no duty or self-
interestin the whole world higher than performing bhajana
of Sti Krsna. This alone brings all happiness.”

| May, 1977 PG. | 19
DEHRADUN

“The conditioned soul'swaywardnessisamonghis greatest
ailments.”

9 OCTOBER, 1975 PG. 123
KoLKATA

“Itis not that all the matha’s residents were completely free
from every material desire prior to arriving here.”
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“In the path of bhakti, it is suitable for a sidhaka to
accept things appropriate for him (yuktahara), as well as
appropriate relaxation (yuktavihara).”

8 SEPTEMBER, 1976 PG. 124
KoLKkATA

“Everyone possesses different natures and qualifications,
and so it is absolutely necessary to remain tolerant and

patient with each other.”

“Aviolent propensity is not in the nature of a sadhu.”



